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INTRODUCTION. 


following Pages, are not yet fufficiently 
| fafhionable to procure them general favor ; 
a long habit of not thinking a Thing wrong, gives 
it a fuperficial appearance of being right, and 
raifes at firft a formidable outcry in defence of 
Cuftom. But the tumult foon fubfides. Time 
makes more converts than Reafon, 


P etew the Sentiments contained in the 


As a long and violent abufe of Power, is genes 
rally the means of calling the right of it in quef- 
tion (and in matters too which might never have 
been thoughe of, had not the Sufferers been age 
gravated into the enquiry) and as the King of 


England hath undertaken in his own right, ta. - 


fupport the Parliament in what he calls theirs, 
and as the good People of this Country are griev- 


oufly oppreffed by the combination, they have an 
undoubted privilege to enguire into the preten-. - 
fions of both, and equally to reje& the ufurpas. 


tion. of either. 


In 


INTRODUCTION. 


‘In the following Sheets, the Author hath ftudi- 
oufly avoided every thing which is perfonal among 
ourfelves. Compliments as well as Cenfure to 
individuals make no part thereof. The wife and 
the worthy, need not the triumph of a pamphlet ; 
and thofe whofe fentiments are injudicions, or un- 
friendly, will ceafe of themfelves, unlefs too much — 
pains are beftowed upon their conyerfion. 


The caufe of America is in a great meafure the 


~ caufe of all mankind. Many circuimftances have, 


and will arife, which are not local, but univerfal, 


and through which the principles of all lovers of 


mankind are affected, and in the event of which, 


their affections are interefted. The laying a coun- 


try defolate with fire and {word, declaring war 
againft the natural rights of all mankind, and ex- 
tirpating the defenders thereof from the face of 
the earth, is the concern of every man to whom 
nature hath given the power of feeling ; of which 
clafs, regardlefs of party cenfure, is the | 


AUTHOR, 


COMMON SENSE. 


Of the Origin and Defign of Government in 
general, with concife Remarks on the Englith’. 


~ Confticution. 3m} 


OME Writers have fo confounded Society with 
government, as to leave little or no diftinétion be- 
bh tween them; whereas, they are not only different, 
but have different origins. “Society is produced by our 
wants, and government by our wickednefs; the former 
promotes our happinefs poffitively by uniting our affections, 
the latter megatively by reftraining our vices. The one 
encourages intercourfe, the other creates diftinGtions. 
The firft isa patron, the laft a punither. . 
Society in every ftate is a blefling, but Government even 
in its beft ftate is but a neceffary evil; in its worft ftate an 
intolerable one: for when we fuffer, or are expofed to the 
fame miferies | 


by a Government, which we might expect in 
acountry without Government, our calamity is heightened 
by reflecting that we furnifh the means by which we fuffer. 
Government like drefs is the badge of loft innocence; the 
palaces of kings are built on the ruins of the bowers of 
paradife. For were the impulfes of confcience clear, uni- 
form, and irrefiftibly obeyed, man would need no other 
_  Jawgiver ; but that not being the cafe, he finds it neceflary 
to furrender up a part of his property to furnifh means 
for the protection of the reft ; and this he is induced to. 
doby the fame prudence which in every other cafe ad- 
_-yifes him, out of two evils to choofe the leaft. Wherefore, 
fecurity being the true defign and. end of government, it 
pnanfwerably follows, that whatever form thereof appears __ 
. | moik  - 
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moft likely to enfure it to us, with the leaft expence and . 
grectelt benefit, is preferable to all others. meh 
In order to gain a tlear and jutt idea of the defign an 
end of government, let us fuppofe a {mall number of per- 
fons fettled in fome fequeftered partof the earth uncon- 
nected with the reft; they will then reprefent the firft 
peopling of any country, or of the world. In this ftate 


of nataral liberty, fociety will be their firft thought. A 


thsufand morives will excite them theretg, the ftrength of 
one man is fo unequal to his wants and his mind fo unfitted 
for perpetual folitade, that he is foon obliged to feek 
another, who in his torn requires 
the fame. Four or five united would be able to raife a 
tolerable dwelling in the mid{t of a wildernefs, but one - 
man might labour out the common period of life without . 
accomplifhing any thing; when he had felled his timber 
he could not remove it, nor ere& it after it was remoyed ; 
hunger in the mean time would urge him from his work, 
and every different want call him a different way. Difeafe, - 


"hay even misfortune would be death; for tho? neither 


might be mortal, yer either would difable him from living, 
and reduce him to a ftate in which he might rather be 
faid to perifh, than to die, | | 
Thus neceflity like a gravitating power would foon, 
form our newly arrived emigrants into fociety, the reci-” 
procal blefhags of which would fuperfede, and render the 
obligations of law and government uaneceffary, while they, 
rentiined perfe@tly jult to each other: but as nothing but 


, Heaven is impregnable to vice it will unavoidable happen 


that in proportion as they furmount the frit difficulties of 
emigration, which beand them together in a common 
ciufe, they will begin to relax in their duty. and attach- 
ment to each other: and this remiffoefs will point out 


_ the neceflity of eftablifhing fome form of government to 


fupply the defe& of moral virtue. ey 
Some convenient ‘Free will afford them a Srate-Houfe, 


under the branches of which the whole Colony may 


ay aficmble 


CcOoOM 3 


affemble to deliberate on public matters. It is more than 


probable that their firft laws will have the title only of 
ReGuLATions, and to be enforced by no other penalty 
than public difefteem. In this firft parliament every 
man by natural right will have a feat. | 
But as the colony encreafes, the public concerns will 


encreafe likewife, and the diftance at which the members — 


may be feparated, will render ic too inconvenient for all 
of them to meet on every occafion as at firft, when their 
number was fmall, their habitations near, and the public 
concerns few and trifling. This will point out the con- 


venience of their confenting to leave the legiflative part , 


to be managed by a fele&t number chofen from the whole 


* body, who are fuppofed to have the fame concerns at ftake 


which thofe have who appointed them, and will aé in 


the fame manner as the whole body would aét were they: 


prefent. Jf the colony continuesencreafing, it will become 


neceflary to augment the number of the reprefentatives, — 


and that the intereft of every part of the colony may be 
attended to, it will be found beft to divide the whole into 
convenient parts, each part fending its proper number : and 
that the e/efed might never form to themfelves an intereft 


. feperate from the electors, prudence will point out the pro- | 


priety of having eleétions often: becaufe as the elected might 
by that means return and mix again with the general body 
of the electors in a few months, their fidelity to the public 
will be fecured by the prudent reflexion of not making a 


‘rod for themfelves, And as this frequent interchange will 


eftablifh a common intereft with every part of the commu- 
nity, they will mutually and naturally fuppore each other, 
and onthis(not on the unmeaning name. of king) depends 
the ferength of Government; and the happinefs of the 


governed. 


Here then is the origin and rife of government; namely, 


amode rendered neceffary by the inability of moral vir- 
tue to govern the -world ; here too is the defign and end 


_of government, viz. freedom and fecurity, And however 
ue | : our 


dom of England. 


our eyes may be dazzled with {liow, - or our ears deceived 
by found; however prejudice may warp our wills, or » 


 Gntere(t. darken our underftanding, the fimple voice of 


nature and of reafon will fay, ’tis right, 

1 draw my idea of the form of government from a pride 
ciple in mature which no art can overturn, viz. that thé 
more fimple any thing is thelefs liable is it to be difor- 
dered; and with this maxim in view I offer 4 few remarks 
onthe fo much boafted conttitution of England. That it 
was noble for the dark and flavifh times in which it was — 

rected, is granted. When the world was over-run with 
Hracas the leaft remove therefrom was a glorious refcue; 
But that it is imperfeé, fubjeé& to convulfions, and inca- 
pable of producing what it feemed to promife is eafily 
cemonttrated. 

Abfolute governments, (tho’ the difgrace of human ne< 
tute) have this advantage with them, that they are fimple; 
if the people fuffer, they know the head from which 
their fuffering fprings; know likewife the remedy; and 
are not bewildered by a variety of caufes and cures¢ 
But the conftitution of England is fo exceedingly com- 
plex, that the nation may fuffer for years together without 
being able to difcover in which part the fault lies, fomé — 
will fay in one and fomein another, and- every political 
phyfician will advife a different medicine. 

[know it is difficult to get over local or long ftanding 
prejudices, yet if we will fufler ourfelves to examine the 
component parts of the Englifh conftitution, we {hall find 
them to be the bafe remains of two ancient tyrannies; 
compounded with fome new Republican materials. 
 Firft.—The remains of Monarchical Utaahy in the 
perfonefthe King. - 

Secondly.—The remains of Reattoeratcal tyranny inthe 
oo of the Peers. 

Thirdly.—The new republican materials, in the per- 
Be of the Commons, on whofe virtue depends the free: 


The 


Me . 
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| The two firft by being hereditary are independent of 
the People ; wherefore in a conffitutional Jenfe they con= 


tribute nothing towards the freedom of the Stare. 

To fay that the conftitution of England is an union 
of three powers reciprocally checking each other, is farcical; 
either the words have no meaning or they are flat con- 
tradictions. ; 


‘To fay that the Commons aré a check upon the King; 


prefuppofes two things, : 

_ Firft.—That the King is not to be trufted without being 
Jooked after ; or in other words, that a thirft for abfoluce 
power is the natural difeafe of Monarchy. : 

Secondly.— That the Commons by being appointed for 
that purpofe, are either wifer or more worthy of confi- 
dence than the Crown. | 


But as the fame conftitution which gives the Cotamon? 


a power to check the King by with-holding the fupplies, 


gives afterwards the King a power to check the Commons _ 


by empowering him to rejeé& their other bills ; itagain 
fippofes that the King is wifer than thofe, whom it has 
already fuppofed to be wifer than him. A mere abfurdity ! 
‘There is fomething exceedingly ridiculous in the compo- 
fition of Monarchy, it firft excludes a man from the means 


of information yet empowers him to aét in cafes where the 


higheft judgment is required.—The ftate of a King fhuts 


him from the World; yet the bufinefs of a King requires 


himto know it thoroughly : wherefore, the different parts 
by unnatorally oppofing and deftroying each other, prove 
the whole character to be abfurd and ufelefs. | 

Some writers have explained the Englifli conflitutiont 


thus ; the King fay they is cre, the People another ; the - 


Peers are an houfe in behalf of the King; the Commons 
in behalf of the People; Bur this hath all the diltinQ@iong 


of an houle divided againtt irfelf ; and tho’ the expreffions . 


be pleafanily arranged, yet when. examined they appear idle 
‘and ambignous: and it will always nappen, thac the niceft 


comtra@ion that words are capable of, when applied to the. 


- \ 


B defcription 
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defcription of fome thing which either cannot exift, or is 
too incomprehenfible to be within the compafs of defcrip- 


tion, will be words of found only, and tho’ they may amufe 


the ear, they cannot inform the mind : for this explanation 
includes a previous quefiion, viz. how came the King by a 
power which the People are afraid to truft and always 
obliged tocheck ? Such a power could not be the gitt of a 
wife People, neither can any Power which needs checking be 
from God: yet the provifion which the conflitation makes, 
fuppofes fuch a power to exiff. , 
But the provifion is unequal to the tafk, the means either 
cannot, or will not accomplifh the end, and the whole affair 
is a Fela de fe: for asthe greater weight will always carry 
wp the lefs, and as all the wheels of a machine are put ia 
‘motion by one, it only remains to know which power in 
the conftitution hasthe moft weight, for that will govern : 
and tho? the others, ora part of them, may clog, or check 
the rapidity of i's motion, yet fo long as they cannot flop 
it, their endeavours will be ineffcétual: the frit moving 
power will at laft have its way, and what it wants in {peed 
will be fupplied by time. as a 
That the crowa is this overbearing. part in the Englifh 
tonftitution feeds not be mentioned, and that it derives its 
whole confequetice merely from being the giver of places 
and penfions is felf evident, wherefore, tho? we have been 
wife enough to lock the door again{t abfolute Monarchy, we 
at the fame time have been foolifh enough to put the 
Crown in poffeffion of the key. ; | 
The prejudice of Englifhmen in favour of their own 
government by King, Lords and Commons, arifes as mach 
or more from national pride than reafon. Individuals are 
undoubtedly fafer in England than in fome other Countries: 
but the wil/ of the King is as much the /aw of the land in 
Britain as in France, with this difference, that inftead of 
proceeding dire@ly from his mouth. it is handed to the 
People under the more formidable fhape of an aét of Par- 
liament. For the fate of Charles the firft hath only made 
Kings more fubtle~-not more jai. 


Wherefore 
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Wherefore laying afide all national pride and prejudice in - 

favour of modes and forms, the plain truth is, that 7 as 
wholly owing to the conftitution of the People, and not to the 
confirtution of the Government that the Crown is not as 
opprefiive in England as in Turkey. 
“An enquiry into the con/fitutional errors ia the Englith 
form of government, is at this time highly neceflary ; for 
as we are never in a proper condition of doing juitice 
to others, while we continue under the infleence of fome 
_Jeading partiality, fo neither are we capable of doing it 
to ourfelves while we remain fettered by any obftinate pre- 
judice.. And as aman who is attached to a proftitute is 
unfitted to choofe or judge of a wife, fo any prepofieflion 
jn favour of a rotten conftitution of government will 
difable us from difcerning a good one. — 


Of Monarcuy and hereditary fucceffion. 


ANKIND being originally equals in the order of 
‘A creation, the equality could only be deftroyed by 
fome fubfequent circumftance : the diftinctions of rich 
and poor may in a great meafure be accounted for, and 
that without having recourfe to the harth ill-founding 
names of oppreflion and avarice. Oppreflion is often the 
confequence, but feldom or never the means of riches: and 
tho’ avarice will preferve a man from being neceiflitouily . 
poor, it generally makes him too timorous to be wealthy. 
' But there is another and greater diftinction for which 
no truly natural or religious reafon can be afligned, and 
that is, the diftinction of Men into Kings and SuBjECcTS. 
Male and female are the diftin@ions of nature, good and 
bad the diftinétions of Heaven; but how a race of Men 
came into the Wor!d fo exalted above the reft, and diftin- 
guifhed like fome new fpecies, is worth enquiring into, 
and whether they are the means of happinefs or of mifery 
ro mankind. “ as ee 
Ja the early ages of the World according to the Scrip- 
‘ture chronology there a no Kings; the confequence 
| 2 of 
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of which was there were no wars; it isthe pride of Kings 


which throws mankind into confufion. Holland without 


a King hath enjoyed more peace for this lait century, than 


any of the Monarchical governments in Europe. Anti- 


qguity favours the remark; for the quiet and rural. lives 
of the firft Patriarchs hath a happy iomething in them, 
Which vanifhes away when we come to the hiftory of 
jewith royalty. | | i , 3 | 
‘eGovernment by Kings was firft introduced into the 
World by the Heathens, from whom the children. of 
Jfrael copied the cuftom. It was the moft profperous — 
invention the Devil ever fet on foot for the promotion of 
Adolatry.. The Heathens paid divine honors to their - 
deceafed Kings, and the Chriftian World hath improved 
‘ea the plan by doing the fame to their living ones. How 
Impions is the title of facred Majelty applied to a worm, 
who in the midft of his fplendor is crumbling into duft! . _ 
Asthe exalting one man fo greatly above the reft cannot 
be juftified en the equal right of nature, fo neither can 
it be defended on the authority of {cripture; for the will 
of the. Almighty, as declared by Gideon and the prophet. 


Samuel, exprefsly difapproves of Gevernment by Kings, 


All anti-monarchical parts of {cripture have been very 
imoothly glofled over in monarchica] governments, but 
they undoubredly merit the attention of Countries which — 
have their governments yet toform. “ Render unto Cefar 


the things which are Cafur?s,? is the {criprure doétrine of 


Courts, yet it is no {upport of monarchical government, 
for the Jews at that time were without a King and in 
a ftate of vaflalage tothe Romans. = ttitttSCS | 
~ Near three thoufand years paffed away from the Mofaic 
account of the creation, till the Jews under a national 


v 2 


delufion requefted a king. Till, then, their form of 


| Sovernment (except in extraordinary cafes where the 


Almighty interpofed) was akind of republic adminiftred 
by ajudge and the elders of the tribes. Kings they had 
pone, and it was held finful to acknowledge any Being 
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poder thar title but the Lord of Hofts. And when a 
man ferioufly refle&s on the idolatrous homage which ts 
paid to the perfons of kings, he need not wonder that the 
Almighty, ever jealous of his honour, fhould difapprove 
of aform of government which fo impioufly invades the 
prerogative of Heayen. ) 

"Monarchy is ranked io f{cripture as one of the fins of the 
Jews, for which a curfein referve is denounced againit them. 
The hiftory of that tranfaction is worth attending to. 

The children of Ifrael being oppreffed by the Midia- 
nites, Gideon marched againft them with a fmall army, and 
viGtory thro’ the Divine interpofition decided in his favour. 
The Jews elate with fuccefs, and attributing it to the ge- 
neralfhip of Gideon, propofed making hima king ; faying, 
Rule thou over us, thou and iby fon and thy jon’s fon, Here 
was temptation in its fulleft extent; not a kingdom only, bat 
an hereditary one, but Gideon in the piety of his foul replied, 
Twill not rule over you, neither fhall my fon rule cver you. 
The Lorp sHALL RULE oveR you. Words need not 
-be more explicit; Gideon doth not decline the honour, but 
_denieth their right to give it ; neither doth he compliment 
them with invented declarations of his thanks, but in the 
pofitive ftile of a prophet charges them with difaffection to 
their proper Sovereign, the King of Heaven. 

‘About one hundred and thirty years after this, they fell 
again into the fame error. ‘The hankering which the Jews 
had for the idolatrous caftoms of the Heathens, is fome- 
thing exceedingly unaccountable; but fo it was, nat laying 
hold of the mifcondué of Samuel’s two fons, who were 
entrufted with fome fecular concerns, they came in an abrupt 
and clamorous manner to Samuel, faying, bebeld thou art 
old, and thy fons walk not in thy ways, now make us a sing to 
judge us like all the other nations. Avd here we cannot 
but obferve that their motives were bad, viz, that they might 
be /ée unto other nations, 7. ¢. the Heathens, whereas their - 
their true glory layin being as much aalite them as poflible. 
But the thing difpleafed Samuel when they faid, give usa 
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King to judge us: and Samuel prayed unto the Lerd, and — 
the Lord fuid unto Samuel, hearken unto the voice of the people 
tnall that they fay unto thee, for they have not rejected thee, 
but they bave rejected me, THAT 1 SHOULD NOT REIGN 
OVER THEM. According toall the works which they have 
aone fince the day that I brought them up eut of Egypt even 


unto this day, wherewith they have forfaken me and ferved 


ther Gods: fa do they alfo unto thee. Now therefere 
bearken unto their votce, howbeit, protefi folemnly unto them 
and foew them the manner of the King that fall reign. 
over them, 1..€. not of any particular ‘King, but of the 
general manner of the Kings of the Earth whom Ifrael 
was fo eargerly copying after. And notwithftanding the - 
ereat diftance of time and difference of manners, the cha- 
racter is {till in fathion. And Samuel told all the words 
of the Lord unto the People, that afked of him a King. 
And he faid this faall be the manner of the King that feall 
reign over you. He will take your fons and appoint them 


for bimfelf, for bis chariots and to be bis horfe-men, and 


fone foali run before his chariots. (This defcription agrees 

with the prefent mode of imprefling men) And he will 
appoint him captains ever thoufands and captains over 

jifties, will fet them to ear bis ground and to reap his harvef2, 

and to make bis infiruments of war, and inftruments of his 

charicts. And he will iake your daughters to be confeétia- 

naries and to be cooks, and to be bakers. (This deicribes 
the expence and luxury as well as the oppreffion of Kings) — 
And he will take your fields and your vineyards, and your 
elive-yards, even the be/t of them, and give them to his 
fervants, And he willtake the tenth of your feed, and of 
jour vineyards, and give-them to bis officers and to his fer- 
vants, (By which we fee that bribery, corruption, and 
favouritifm, arethe ftanding vices of Kings) And he will 
take the tenth of your men fervants, and your maid fervants, 
and your gocdlief? young men and your affes, and put them 
fo his work ; and he will take the tenth of your fheep, and 
ye foall be his. fervants, and ye foall cry out in that day 
Chea | becauf, 


COMMON SENSE | it 
becaufe of your King which ye foall have chofen, ANB THE 


LorD WILL NOT HEAR YOU IN THAT DAY. This 


accounts for the continuation of Monarchy; neither do ~ 


the chara@ers of the few good Kings which have lived 
fince, either fanétify the title, or blot out the finfulnefs 
of the origin; the high encomium given of David tekes 
no notice of him officially as a King, but only as a Man 
after God’s own heart. Neverthelefs the People refused to 
abey the voice of Samuel, and they faid nay but we will have 
a King over us, that we may be like all the nations, and 
that our King may judge us, and go out before us and fight 
our ‘battles. Samuel continued to reafon with them but 
to no purpofe, he fet before them their ingratitude, but all 
would not avail, and feeing them fully bent on their folly, 
he cried out, J will call unto the Lerd and be pall fend 
thunder and rain (which then was a punifhment, being in 
the time of wheat harvelt) that ye may perceive and fee 
that your wickednefs is great which ye have done in the 
fight of the Lord, ix askine you a Kine. So Semuel 
called unto the Lord, and the Lord fent thunder and rain 
that day, and all the prople greatly feared the Lord and 
Samuel. And all the people faid unto Samuel, pray for thy 
fervants unto the Lord thy God, that we die not, for Wr 
HAVE ADDED UNTO OUR SINS THIS EVIL, TO ASK 
a Kine. Thefe portions of feripture are d¢irect and 
pofitive. They admit of no equivocal conftruétion. That 
the Almighty hath here entered -his proteit againit mo- 
narchical government is true, or the feripture is falfe. 
And a man hath good reafon. to believe that there 1s as 
much of king-craft as prieft-craft, im with-holding the 
{cripture from the public in popifh countries. For mo- 
narchy in every inftance is the popery of government. 


To the evil of monarchy we have added that of here- 
ditary fucceffion; and as the firft is a degradation and 
leffening of ourfelves, fo the fecond, claimed as a matter 
of right, is an infalt aad an impofition on polterity. For 
all men being originally equals, no exe by birty sure 
usin , have 
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have a right to fet:up his own family in preference to 
all others forever, and tho’ himfelf might deferve fame 
decent degree of honours of his cotemporaries, yet his 
defcendants might be far too unworthy to inheric them: 
q One of the flrongeft natural proofs of the folly of here: 
1 | ditary right in kings, is, that nature difapproves it, other- 
wife the would not fo frequently turn it into ridicule by 
giving mankind an af for a lion. | 

Lal Secondly, as no man at firft could poffefs any other 
| public honours than were beftowed upon him, fo the 
i givers of thofe honours could have no power [0 give away 
| 


SS = 
———— 


the right of pofterity, and though they mighe fay, “ we 
choofe you for our head,” they could not without manifeft 
injuftice to their children fay « that your children and 
| your children’s ehildren hall reign over\our’s forever.” 
Becaufe fuch an unwife, unjuft, unnatural compaét might 
(perhaps) in the next fucceftion put them under the go- 
vernment of @ rogue ora fool. Molt wife men-in their 
private fentiments have ever treated hereditary right with 
contempt; yet it is one of thofe evils, which when once 
eltablithed is not eafily removed: many fubmit from fear, 
others from fuperftition, and the more powerful part fhares ¢ 

with the king the plunder of the ret) ake 

it This is fappofiag the prefent race of kings in the world 
to have had an honourable origin: whereas it is more than 

| probable, that could we take of the dark covering of an- 
at tiquity and trace them to their firit rife, that we fhould find 
i the firft of them nothing better than the principal rofliag 
| of fome reitlefs gang, whofe favage manners or pre-emi=. 
| hence in fubdtilty obtained him the title of chief among’ 
/  planderers; and who by increafing in power and extend- 

| ing his depredations, over-awed thé quiet and defencelefs 


i . “ a 
| > to purchafe their fafety. by frequent contributions. >Yet 
| his eleftors could have no idea of giving hereditary right 
| to his defcendanis, ‘becaufe fuch a perpetual exclufioa of 


_. themfelves was incompatible with the free and uoreftrain~ 
| éd principles they profeiled to live by. Wherefore here- 
fac iene d ; le ile, 
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ditary fucceflion in the early ages of monarchy could noe 
take place asa matter of claim, but as fomething cafual or 
complimental ; but as’ few or No records were extant in 
thofe days, and traditionary hiftory {tuff’d with fables, ic 
was very eafy after the lapfe of a few generations, to 
trump up fome fuperititious tale conveniently timed, Ma- 
honiet like, to cram hereditary right down the throais of 


the vulgar. Perhaps the diforders which threatned, or 


feemed to threaten, on the deceafe of a ledder and the 
choice of a new one (for elections among ruffians couid 
hot be very orderly) induced many at firft ro favor here- 
ditary pretenfions ; by which means it happened, as it hath 
happened fince, that what at firft was fubmitied to as 
convenience was afterwards claimed as aright. | 

England fince the conqueft hath known fome few good. 
monarchs, but groaned benedtha much larger number of 
bad ones: yet no man in his fenfes can fay that their 
claim under William the Conqueror is a very honourable 
one. A French Baftard landing with an armed Banditti 
and eftablifhing himfelf king of England againft the con- 
fent of the natives, is in plain terms a very paliry, rafcally 
original.—Ir certainly hath no divinity in it. However. 
it is needlefs to expend much time in expofing the folly of. 
hereditary tight, if there are any fo weak as to believe ‘ity 
Jet them promifcuoyfly worfhip the Afs and Lion and 
welcome. I fhall neither copy their humility aor diftarb’ 
their devotion. Te ce: 

Yet I fhould be glad to afk how they fuppofe Kings 
came at firft? the queftion admits but of three anfwers, 
viz, either by lot, by eleétion, or by ufurpation. If the 
' firft king was taken by lot, it eftsblithes a precedent for 
the next, which excludés hereditary facceffion. Saul wag 
By Jot, yer the fucceffion was not hereditary, neither does 

it appear from that tranfaGtion there was any intention it 
ever fhould. If the firft kiag of any country was by 
elefion that likewife e(lablithes a precedent for the next ¢> 
for to fay that the right of all future gencrations is taken’ 
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away by the aé of the firfl electors in their choice not 
only of aking, bur of a family of kings for ever, hath no 
parallelin or out of fcripture bur the doétrine of original 
fin, which fuppofes the free will of all men Joft in Adam : 
and from fach comparifon, and it will admit of no other, 
hereditary right can-derive no glory. Foras in Adam all 
finned, and as in the firft electors all men obeyed ; asin the 
oneall mankind were fubje&ted to Satan, and in the other 


- to fovereignty ; as our innocence was loft in the firft, ard 


our authoriry in the Jaft; and as both diSble us from re- 
affuming fone former ftate and privilege, it unanfwerably 
follows that original fin and hereditary fucceflion are 
parallels. Difhonourable rank! inglorious connection! yet 
the moft fabtle fophift cannot produce a jufter fimile. 
As to ufurpation no man will be fo hardy as to defend 
its andthat William the conqueror was an ufurper is a fat 
not to be contradicted. ‘the. plain truth ts, that the 
antiquity of Englith monarchy will not bear looking into. 
But it is not fo much the abfurdity as the evil of here- 
ditary fuccefion which-concerns mankind. Did it enfure 
a race of good and wife men it would have the feal of 
divine authority, but as it opensa door to the fools/p, the 
wicked and the tmproper, it hath init the nature of op- 
preflion. Men who look upon themfelves born to reign, 
and others to obey, foon grow infolen!-—felected from the 
reft of mankind their minds are eafily poifoned by impor- 
tance ; and the world they act in differs fo very materially 
from the world at large, that they have but little oppor- 


-tanity of knowing its true intereits, and when they fucceed 


tothe government are frequently the molt ignorant and 
unfit of any throughout the dominions, 
Another evil which attends hereditary fucceffion, is, that 
the throne is fubje@ to be poileffed by a minor at any age; 
all which time the regency aGiing under the cover of aking 
have every opportunity and inducement to betray their truft. 


‘The fame national misfortune happens when a king worn 


out with age andinirmity enters the laft Rage of human 
| | weaknels, 
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weaknels. In both thefe cafes the public becomes a prey 
to every mifcreant who can tamper muses istally with the 
foliies either of age or infancy. 

The moft plaufible plea which hath ever been offered ia 
favour of hereditary fucceffion,is, that it preferves a Naticn 
from civil wars; and were this true it would be weighty; 
whereas it is the moft barefaced falfity ever impofed upon, 
mankind. The whole hiftory of England difowns the ta&, 
Thirty kings andtwo minors have reignedin that ciftra&s 
eS kingdom fince the congueft, in which time there has. 

been (including the Revolution) no lefs than eight civil 
wars and nineteen Rebellions. Wherefore inftead of 
making for peace, it makes againft it, and deftroys the very 
foundation it feems to {tand on. 


The conteft for monarchy and fucccflion between the 
houfes of York and Lancafter Jaid England in a fcene of 
blood for many years. Twelve pitched battles befides fkir- 
mifhes and fieges were fought between Henry and Edward. 
‘Pwice was Henry prifoner to Edward,who in his turn was 
prifoner to Henry. And fo uncertain isthe fate of war: 
and the temper of a Nation, when nothing but perfonal 
taatters are the ground ofa quarrel, that Henry was 
taken ia triumph from a prifonto a palace, and Edward 
obliged to fly from a palace to a foreign land. Yet as 
fudden tranfitions of temper are feldom lafling, Henry 
in his turn was driven from the throne and Edward 
recalled to fucceed him, ‘The parliament always following 
the ftrongeft fide. 

This conteft began in the reign of Henry the-6th, and. 
Wasnot entirely extipguifhed till Henry the 7th, in whom 
the families were united. Including a period of 67 years, 
viz. from 1422 to 1489. | 

In fhort, monarchy and fucceflion have Jaid (not 
this or that kingdom only) burt the world in blood and 
afhes. ’Tisa form of government which the word of 
God bears teftimony againit, and blood will attend ic. 
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If we enquire into the bufinefs of a King we fhall find 
that in fome countries they have none; and after faunter- 
ing away their lives without pleafure to themfelves or ad- 
vantage to the nation, withdraw from the fcene and leave 
their facceffors to tread the fame idle round. In abfoluie 
monarchies the whole weight of bufinefs civil and military 
lies on the King ; the children of Ifrael in their requeft 
for a King urged this plea “ that he may judge us, and go 
out before us and fight our battles.” But in countries 
where he is neither a judge nor a general, as in England, 
a man would be puzzled to know what is his bufinefs. 

_ The nearer any government approaches to a republic 
the lefs bufinefs there is fora King. It is fomewhat difficule 
to finda proper name for the government of England. 
sir William Meredith calls ita Republic; but in its pre- 
fent itate it is unworthy of the name, becaufe the corrupt 
Influence of the Crown by having all the places in its dif 
pofal, hath fo effeQually fwallowed up the power,and eaten 


out the virtue of che Houfeof Commons {the Republican 


part ‘of the conftitution) that the government of England 
is nearly as monarchical as that of France or Spain. ~ Men 
fal! out with names without underflanding them. For ’tis 
the republican and not the monarchical part of the confti- | 
tution of England which Englifhmen glory in, viz. the 
liberty of choofing an houfe of commons from out of their. 
own bhody—and it is eafy to fee that when republican vir- 
tne fails, flavery enfues. Why is the conftitution of Eng- 
land fickly 2 but becaufe monarchy. hath poifoned the re- 
public ; the crown hath engroffed the commons, 

In England a King hath little more to do than to make war 
and give away places ; which in plain terms, is to impoverith 
the nation and. fet it together by the ears. A pretty buf- 
nefs indeed for a man to be allowed eight hundred thon- 
fand fterling a year for, and worfhipped into the bargain t 


‘Of more worth is oae honelt man to fociety and in the 


fight of God, than all the crqwned ruffians that ever lived. 
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Tuoucuts on the prefent STATE of AMERICAN 


fa&ts, plain arguments, and common fenfe: and have 
no other preliminaries to fetthe with the reader, than that 
he will divelt himfelf of prejudice and prepoffeflion, and 
fuffer bis reafon and his feelings to determine for them- 
felves: that he will put on, or rather that he will not put 
off, the true character of a man, and genercuily enlarge 
his views beyond the prefent day. eee 
Volumes have been written on the fubjec& of the ftrug- 


gle between England and America. Men of ail ranks 
have embarked in the controverfy, from different motives — 


and with various defigns; but all have been inefieQual 
and the period of debate is clofed. Arms as the laft re- 
fource decide the conteft ; the appeal was the choice of the 
King, and the continent has accepted the challenge. 

It hath been reported of the late Mr. Pelham (who tho? 
an able minifter was not without his faults) shat on his 
being attacked in the Houfe of Commens on the fcore that 


his meafures were only of atemporary kind, replied, ‘ édey. 


quill laf? my tre.” Should a thought fo fatal and un- 


manly poflefs the Colonies in the prefent conteft, the 
name of Anceftors will be remembered by future gene- 
rations with deteftation. - 

The Sun never fhined ona caufe of greater worth, "Tis 
not the affair of a City, a Couaty, a Province or a King- 
dom ; but of a Continent——of at leaft one eighth part of 
the habitable globe. ’Tis not the concern of a cay, & 
year, or an age; pofterity are virtaally involved in the 
conteft, and will be more or Jefs affected even to the end 
of time by the proceedings now. Now is the feed time 
of continental union, faith and honor, The leaf fraéiure 
now, will be like a name engraved with the point of a pin 


on the tender rind of a young oak; the wound will ens 


large with the tree, and poflerny read it in full grown 
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By referriag the matter from argument to arms, a new 
gra for politics is ftruck—a new method of thinking hath 
arifen. All plans, propofals, &c. prior to the roth of 
April, 2. ¢. to the commencement of hoftilities, are like 
the almanacks of the laft year; which tho’ proper then, 
ave tuperceded and ufelefs now. Whatever was advanced. 
by the advocates on either fide of the queftion then, ter- 
minated in one and the fame point, viz. a union with Great 
Britain; the only difference between the parties, was the 
method of effeGing it; the one propofing force, the other 
Jriendthip ; but it hath fo far happened thatthe firft hath 
failed, and the fecond hath withdrawn her influence. 

As much hath been faid of the advantages of reconci- 
liation, which, like, an agreeable dream, hath paffed away 
and left us as we were, it is but right, that we fhould 
examine the contrary fide of the argament, and enquire 
into fome of the many material injaries which thefe Colo- 
nies fultain, and always will fuftain, by being connected 
with and dependant on Great Britain. Tio examine that 
connection and dependance on the principles of nature and 
common fenfe, to fee what we have to truft toif feparated, 
and what we are to expect if dependant. © * 

IT have heard it afferred by fome, that as America hath 
flourifhed under her former conneétion with Great Britain, 
that the fame connection it neceflary towards her future. 
happinefs and will always have the fame efte&— Nothing 
can be more fallacious than this kind of argument :— 
we may as well affert that becaufe a child hath thrived 
upon milk, that ic ig never to have meat, or that the: firft 
twenty years of our lives is to become a precedent for the 
mext cwenty. But even this is admitting more than is 
true, for I anfwer, roundly, that America would have 
flourifhed as much, and probably much more, had no, 
European power taken any notice of her. The commerce 
by which the hath enriched herfelf are the neceffaries 
of life, and will always have a market: while Eating is” 
the cufom of Europe. | 


But 
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- But fhe hath proteéed us, fay fome. That fhe has 
é€ngroffed us is true, and defended the Continent at our 
expence as well as her own is admitted ; and the would 
have defended Turkey from the fame motive, viz. the fake 
of trade and dominion. . 3 hk 

Alas! we have been long led away by ancient prejudices 
and made large facrifices to fuperftition. We have boafted 
the protection of Great Britain, without confidering, that 
her motive was interef? not attachment ; that fhe did not 
proteét us from our enemies on our account, but from her 
enemies on her own account, from thofe who had no quarrel 
with us on any ofber account, and who will always be our 
enemies on the fame account. Let Britain wave her pres 
tenfions to the continent, or the continent throw off the 
dependance, and we fhould be at peace with France and 
Spain were they ac war with Britain, The miferies of 
Hanover laft war ought to warn us againft connections. 

It hath lately been afferted in Parliament, that the colo- 
nies have no relation to each other but through the pa- 
rent country, .e. that Pennfylvania and the Jerfeys and fo 
on for the reft, are fifter colonies by the way of England ; 
this is certainly a very round about way of proving re- 
lationfhip, bur it isthe neareit and only true way of proving 
enemythip, if I may fo call it. France and Spatn never 
were, nor perhaps ever will be our enemies as Americans, 
but as our being the fubyed?s of Great Britain. 7 

Burt Britaia is the parent country fay fome. Then the 
more the fhame upon her conduct. Even brutes do not 
devour their young, nor favages make war upon their 
families; wherefore the affertion, if true, turns to her re- 
proach ; bur it happens not to be true, or only partly fo, 
_and the phrafe, parent or mother-country, hath been Jefur t- 
cally adopted by the King and his parafites, with a low pa- 
pittical defign of gaining an unfair bias on the credulous 
weaknefs of our minds. Europe and not Eneland is the 


parent country of America. “Chis new world hath been 


ihe afylum for the perfecuted lovers of civil and religious: 
| libercy 
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liberty from every part of Europe. Hither have they 
fed, not from the tender embraces of the mother, but from 
the cruelty of the monfter ; and it is fo far true of England, 
that the fame tyranny which drove the 4rft emigrants from 
home, purfues their defcendants ftill. 

In this extenfive quarter of the globé, we forget the 
narrow limits of three hundred and fixcy miles (the extent 
of England) and carry our friendfhip on a larger {cale ; 
we claim brotherhood with every European Chriftian, and 
triamph in the generofiry of the fentiment. | | 

It is pleafant to obferve by what regular gradations we 
furmount the force of local prejudice as we enlarge our 
acquaintance with the world. A man born in any town 
in England divided into parifhes, will naturally aflociate moft 
with his fellow parifhioners (becaufe their interefts in many 
cafes will be common) and diftinguifh him by the name of 
neighbour: if he meet him but a few miles from home, he 
drops the narrow idea of a ftreet, acd falutes him by the. 
name of fown/man: if he travel out of the county and meet 
him in any other, he forgets the minor divifions of ftreet 


and town, and calls him cauntry-man. i.e. county-man : 


but if in their foreign excurfions they fhould affociate in 
France, of any other part of Europe; their local remem- 
brance would be enlarged into that of Engli/omen. And 
by a jult parity of reafoning, all Europeans meeting in 
America, or any other quarter of the Globe, are country- 
men; for England, Holland, Germany, or Sweden, when 
compared with the whole, ftand in the fame places on the 
larger fcale, which the divifions of ftreet, town, and county 
do on the {maller one ; Diitin@ions too limited for Con- 
tinental minds. Not one third of the fababirants, even 
of this province, are of Englith defcent. Wherefore, E 


‘reprobate the phrafe of parent or mother country ap- 
‘plied to England only, as being falfe, felfth, narrow and 
ungenerous. 3 ) | 


But admitting that we were all of Englith defcent, what 


does it amount ro? Nothing. Britain being gow an open 


enemy, 
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“enemy, extinguifhes every other name and title: andto 
fay that reconciliation is our duty, is truly farcical, ihe 
firft king of England, of the prefent line (William the 
Conqueror) was a Frenchman, and half the Peers of Eng- 
land are defcendants from the fame country { wherefore; 
by the fame method of reafoning, England ought to be 
governed by France... 


_ Much hath been faid of the united ftrength of Britain 
and the Colonies, that in conjun&tion, they might bid de- 
fiance to the world: But this is mere prefumption, the fate 
of war is uncertain, neither dothe expreflions mean any 


thing, for this Continent would never fyffer itfelf to be - 
drained .of inhabitants, to fuppore the Britifh Arms in 


either Afia, Africa, or Europe. + EMS al eect i 
- Befides, what have we to do with fetting the world at 
defiance. Our plan is commerce, and that well attended 


to, will fecure us the peace and friendfhip of | Europe, 


_becaufe ic is the intereft of all Europe to haye Americaa 
free port. Her trade will always be a protection, and her 
barrennefs of gold and filver will fecure her from invaders. 
_ I challenge the warmeit advocate for reconciliation, to 
fhew a fingle advantage that this Continent can reap, by 


being conne&ted with Great Britain. | repeat the .chal- 


lenge, not a fitgle advantage is derived. Our corn will 
fetch its pricein any market in Europe, and our imported 
goods muft be paid for, buy thenr where We Wille as, 
“Bat the injuries and difadvantages we fuftain by that 


-¢onneion, are without number, and our duty to mankind. 


at large, as well as to ourfelves, inftruct us to renounce 


the alliance: Becaufe any fubmiffion to, or dependance on 


Great Britain, tends dire@ly to involve this Continent im 
European wars and quarrels. As Europe is our market 
for trade, We ought.to form no political connections with 
any part of it. "Tis the true intereft of, America, to 


fteer clear of European contentions, which fhe pever can 


do, while by her dependance on Britain, the is made the 
make-weight in the fcale of Britith politics, 
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Europe is too thickly planted with Kingdoms to be 
Jong at peace, and whenever a war breaks out between 
England and any foreign power, the trade of America 
goestoruin, because of her connection with Britain. The - 
next war may not turn out like the laft, and fhould it nor, 
the advocates for reconciliation now, will be wifhing for 
{eparation then, becaufe neutrality in that cafe, would be 
a fater convoy than a man of war. ~ Every thing that is 
right or reafonable pleads for feparation. ‘The blood of 
the flain, the weeping voice of nature cries, "Tis TIME ~ 
To pART. Even the diftance at which the Almighty 
hath placed England and America, is a {trong and natural 
proof, that the authority of the one over the other, was 
never the defign of Heaven. The time likewife at which — 
the Continent was difcovered, adds weight to the argue 
ment, and the manner in which it was peopled encreafes 
The Reformation was preceded by the 
difcovery of America; as if the Almighty gracioufly 
meant to open a fanctuary to the perfecuted in future . 
years, When home fhould afford neither sfHendlbigs nor 
fafety. 


The authority of Great Britain over this Continent is a 
formof government which fooner or Jater muft have an end. - 
Anda ferious mind can draw no true pleafure by looking 
forward, dadeh the painful and pofitive conviction, that 
what he calls « the prefent conftitution,” is merely teme 
porary. As parents, we can have no joy, knowing that 
this government is not fufficiently lafting to enfure any 
thing which we may bequeath to pofterity : And bya plain 
method'of argument, as we are running the next genera- 
tion into debr, we ought to do the work of it, otherwife we 
ufe them meanly and pitifully. Io order to difcover the 
line of ovr duty rightly, we fhould cake our children in 
our hand, and fx our {tation a few years farther into life ; 
that eminence will prefent a profpedt, which a few prefens : 
fears and prejudices conceal fromour fight. 


Though 
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Though I would carefully avoid giving unneceffary 
offence, yet Iam inclined to believe, that all thofe whe 
efpoufe the do@rine of reconciliation, may be included 
within the following defcriptions. Interefted men who are 
not to be trufted, weak men who cannot fee, prejudiced 
men whowil/ not fee, and a certain fet of moderate men whe 
think better of the European world than it deferves; and 
this laft clafs, by an ill-judged deliberation, will be the caufe | 
of more calamities to this continent, than all the other three. 

It is the good fortune of many to live diftant from the 
fcene of prefent forrow; the evilis not fufliciently brought 
to their doors to make them feel the precarioufnefs with 
which all American property is poffeffed.. But let our 
imaginations tranfport us tora few moments to Bofton; 
that feat of wretchednefs will teach us wifdom, and inftrué 
us for ever to renounce a power ia Whom we can have no | 
cruft. The inhabirants of that unfortunate city who but a 
few months ago were in eafe and affluence, have now no 
other alternative than to ftay and ftarve, cr turn out to beg. 
‘Endangered by the fire of their friends if they continue. 
within the city, and plundered by government if they leave 
it. In their prefent condition they are prifoners without 
the hope of redemption, andina general attack for their 
“relief, they would be expofedto the fury of both armies.’ 

~ Men of paflive tempers look fomewhat lightly over the 
offences of Britain, and ftill hoping for the beft, are apt to 
call out. - Come, come. we fhall be friends again for all this. 
Bur examine the paflions and feelings of mankind; Bring 
the doétrine of reconciliation to the touch{tone of nature, 
and then tell me whether you can hereafter love, honour, 
and faithfully ferve the power that hath carried fire and. 
{word into your land ? If you cannot do all thefe, then are 
you only deceiving yourfelves, and by your delay bringing 
rain upon pofterity. Your future connection with Britain’ 
whom you cao neither love nor honor, will be forced: and: 
unnatural, and being formed only on the plan of prefent 
convenience, will ina little time, fall into a relapfe more 
“eked ay reat ribico eregned 
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wretched than the firft. - But if you fay, you can ftill pafs 
the violations over, then | afk, Hath your houfe been burnt? 
Hath your property been deftroyed before your face ? 
“re your wife and children deftitute of a bed to lie on, or ~ 
bread to live on? Haveyouloft a parentor a child by their — 
hands and yourfelf the ruined and wretched furyivor? If ~ 
you havenot, then are you not a jaudge-of thofe who f:ave. 
But if you have, and ftill.can fhake hands with the murder- 
ers, then are you unworthy the name of hufband, father, 
friend, or lover, and whatever may be your rank or title in 
life, you have the heart of a coward, and the fpirit of a 
fycophant. — : ; VC eae <7 
~ Thisis not inflaming or exaggerating matters, but trying 


~ them by thofe feelings and affections which nature juftifies, 


and without which, we fhould be incapable of difcharging: 


the focial duties of life, or enjoying the felicities of it. 


mean not to exhibit horror for the purpofe of provoking 
revenge, but to awaken us from fatal and unmanly flumbers, 
that we may purfue determinately fome fixed objeét. Tis 


— noi in the power of England orof Europe to conquer Ame- 


rica, if the doth not conquer herfelf by delay and timidity. 
‘The prefent winter is worth an ageif rightly employed, 
bat if loft or neglected, the whole continent will partake 
of the misfortune; and there is no punifhment which that ° 
man doth not .deferve, be he who, or what or where he 
will, that may be the means of facrificing a feafon fo pre- 
cious dnd wheikin; Reo Sy A ah ae ey 
Tis repugnant to reafon, to the univerfal order of 
things; to al] examples from former ages, to fuppofe, that 
this coatinent can long remain fubject to any external: 
power. The moft fangvine in Britain doth not think fo. 
‘The utmoit ftretch of human wifdom cannot, at this time, 


compafs a plan, fhort of feparation, which can promife 


the continent even a year’s fecurity. Reconciliation is, 
now a fallacious dream. Nature hath deferted the con- 
nection, and art cannot’ fupply her place. For as Milton 
wifely exprefies “ never can true reconcilement grow where 
weunds of deadly hate have pierced fo deep.” . 
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~ Every quiet method for peace hath been imeffetual. 
Our prayers have been rejected with difdain ; and hath 
rended to convince us that nothing flatters vanity or confirms 
abftinacy in Kings more than repeated petitioning—and 
nothing hath contributed mare, than that very meafure, to 
make the Kings of Europe abfolute. Witnefs Denmark 
ind Sweden: Wherefore, fince nothing but blows will 
Jo, for God’s fake Jet us come. to a final feparation, and 
not leave the next generation to be cutting throats, under 
0g violated unmeaning names of parent ‘and child. 


To fay they will never attempt ic again, is idle and. 


vifionary, we thought fo at the repeal of the ftamp-aé, 
yet 4 year cr two tindeceived us; as well may we fuppofe 
chat nations which have been once defeated will never 
renew the quarrel. 


As to government matters, ’tis not in the power of 
Britain to do the Continent juftice: The bufinefs of it 
will foon be too weighty and intricate to be managed with 
any tolerable degree of convenience, by a power fo diftane 
from us, and fo very, ignorant of us; for if they cannot 
conquer us they cannot govern us. To be always running 
three or four thoufand miles with a tale or a_ petition, 
waiiing four or five months for an anfwer, which when 
obtained requires five or fix more to explain it in, will in a 
few years be looked upon as folly and childifhnefs-—— 
There was a time when iz was proper, and theré is a 
proper time for ir to ceafe. | 


- Small iflands not capable of srotedtiog themfelves, aré 
the proper objects for government to take under their care : 
but there isfomething very abfurd ia fuppofing a Contincat 
to be perpetually governed by an ifland. In no inftance 
hath nature made the fatellite larger than its primary planet, 
and as England and America, with refpeét to each other, 
reverfe the common order of nature, it is evident they 
belong to different fy tems, England to Europe: America 
to itfelf, ey ean 8 ; ‘peek 
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I am not induced by motives of pride, party or refentment 
to efpoufe the doérine of feparation and independance ; 
I am clearly, pofitively, and confcientiou‘ly perfuaded thar 
‘isthe true intereft of this continent to be fo; that every 
thing fhort of that is mere patchwork, that it can afford na 
lafting felicity—that it is leaving the {word to our children, 
and fhrinking back at atime, when a little more, a little 
farther, would have rendered . this continent the glory of 
the earth. 

As Britaia hath not manifefted the leaft inclination to- 


wards a compromife, we may be affured that po terms can 


be obtained worthy the acceptance of. the continent, or 
any ways equal to the expence of blood and treafure we 


_-haye been already put to, 


The objcé contended for, cught always to bear fone 


ju proportion to the expence, _ The removal of North, or 


che whole deteftable junto, is a matter unworthy of the mil. 
lions we have expended. A temporary ftoppage of trade 
was an iaconvenience, which would have fufficiently bal- 
lanced the repeal of all the aéts complained of, had fuch 
repeals been obtained; but if the whole Continent mutt 
take up arms, if every man mutt be a foldier, ’tis fcarcely 
worth our while to fight againft a contemptible miniftry only. 
Bearly, dearly do we pay for the repeal of the aéts, if 
that is all we fight for; for ina jute eftimation, ’tis as great 
a folly to pay a bunker-hi Il price for law as for land. AsI 


have always confidered the independancy of this Continent 


als of the 


as an event which fooner or later mutt arrive, fo ‘from the 
jate rapid progrefs of the Continent to maturity, the event 
could not be far off. Wherefore on the breaking out of 
hoftilities, it was not worth the while to have difputed a 
matter, which time would have finally redreffed, unlefs we 
meant to be in earneft: otherwife ic is like wafting an eftate 
on a fuit at law, to regulate the trefpaffes of a tenant, whofe 
leafe 1s jut expiring. No man was a warmer wither for 
reconciliation than myfelf, before the fatal roth of April 
1755; but the moment the event of that day wasmade eae 
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' tejeéted the hardened, fullen tempered Pharaoh of Eng- 
and forever; and difdain the wretch, that with the pretend- 
d title of FATHER OF HIS PEOPLE can unfeclingly 
ear of their flaughter, and compofedly fleep with their 
slood upon his foul. | | | 
- But admitting that matters were how made up, what 
vould be the the event? J anfwer, the ruin of the Con- 
inent. And that for feveral reafons. 


Firft. The powers of governing ftill remaining in the 
nands of the king, he will have a negative over the 
whole legiflation of this Continent: And as he hath fhewn 
nimfelf fuch an inveterate enemy to liberty, and difcovered 
fach a thirft for arbitrary power, is he, or is he not, @ 
proper man to fay to thefe Colonies, You /Ball make no laws 
but what I pleafe. Andis there any inhabitant in America 
(o ignorant, as not to know that according to what is called 
the prefent con/titution, that thisContinent can make no laws. 
but what the king gives leave to; and is there any man fo 
anwife, as not to fee, that (confidering what has happened) 
he will fuffer no laws to be made here, but fuch as tuit his 
purpofe. We may be as effectually enflaved by the want 
of laws in America, as by fubmitting to laws made for us ia 
England. After matters are made up, (as it is called) can 
there be any doubt, but the whole power of the crown will 
be exerted to keep this Continent as low and humble as 
poffible? Inftead of going forward, we fhall go backward, 
ie perpetually quarrelling or ridiculoufly petitioning. 


We are already greater than the King withes us to be, and — 


will he not hereafter endeavour to make uslefs, To bring 
the matter to one point, is the power who is jealous of our 


profperity, a proper power fo govern us ? Whoever fays No. 


ro this queftion is an /ndependant, for independency means 
no more than whether we fhall make our own laws, or, 


whether the King, the greatelt enemy this Continent hath, - 


or can haye, fhall tell us “there /hall be no laws but fuch 
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But the King you'll fay hath a negative in England; the 


people there can make no laws without his confent. In 


point of right and good order, there is fomething very ri- 
diculous, that a youth of twenty-one (which hath ofter 
happened) fhall fay to fix millions of people older and wifer 
than himfelf, “I forbid this or that a& of yours to be Jaw.” 


Bat in this place I decline this fort of reply, tho” 1 will 


never ceafe to expofe the abfurdity of it, and only anfwer, 
that England being the King’s refidence, and. America not 
fo, makes quite another cafe: The King’s hegative here 
is ten times more dangerous and fatal than it can be in 
England, for there he will fcarcely refufe his confent to a 
bill for putting England into as {trong a {tate of defence as 
poilible, and here he would never fuffer fuch a bill to be 
pelted 25 od toe a tha 

_ America is Only a fecondary obje& in the fyftem of 
Britifh politics, England confults the good of this country, 
no. farther than it anfwers her own purpofe. Wherefore 
her own intereft leads her to fupprefs the growth of ours 
in every cafe which doth fict promote her advantage, or in 
the leaft interferes with it. A pretty ftate we fhould foon 
be in, under fuch a fecond-hand governmeént, confidering 
what has happened ! Men donot change from enemies to 
friends by the alteration of a namie: And in order to thew 
that reconciliation mow is a dangerous do@trine, L affirm, 
that it would be policy in the Feng at this time, to repeal 
the acts for the fake of reinfiating himfelf in the government 


Of the provinces; inorder that HE MAY ACCOMPLISH 


BY CRAFT AND SUBTILTY, IN THE LONG RUN; 
WHAT HE CANNOT DO BY FORCE AND VIOLENCE 
IN THE SHORT ONE. Reconciliation and ruin are 
nearly related, ae k | 
Secondly, That as even the beft terms which we can 
expect to obtain, can amount to no more than a temporary 


_ expedient, or a kind of government by guardianthip, which 


can lait no lenger than till the Colonies come of age, fo 
the general face ard ftate of things in the interim will be 
vunfettled 


a 
he 
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unfettled and unpromifing : Emigrants of property will noe 
choofe to come toa country whofé form of government 
hangs but by a thread, and who is every day tottering on 
the brink of commotion and difturbance } And numbers of 
the prefent inhabitants would lay hold of the interval to 
difpofe of their effects, and quit the continent. 

Bur the molt powerful of all arguments is, that aothing 
bur independance, i, e. a contiseital form of government; 
can keep the peace of the continent and preferve it inviolate 
from civil wars. I dread the event of a reconciliation 
with Britain mow, as it is more than probable, that it willbe 
followed by a revolt fome where or other, the confequences 
of which may be far more fatal than all the malice of Britain. 


| (thoufands more will probably fuffer the fame fate ;) Thofe 
_men have other feelings than us who have nothing fuffer- 
-ed.- All they nov polfefs is liberty, what they before 
enjoyed is facrificed to its fervice and having nothing more 
to lofe, they difdain inbmiflion, Befides, the general tems 
per of the colonies towards a Britifh povernment, will be 
dike that of a youth, who is nearly our of his time; they 
~willeare very little abour her: And a government which 
cannot preferve the peace, is no government at all, and in 
that cafe we pay our money for nothing ; and pray what is 
it that Britain cao do, whole power will be wholly on pa- 
per, thould a civil tamulr break out the very day aftef 
‘reconciliation? T have heard fome men fay, many of 
whom I believe fpoke withour thinking, that they dreaded 


Ir is but feldom thac cur firit thoughts are truly correg, 
and that is the cafe here; for there are ten times more 
to dread from a patched up conneétion, thaa from indes 
/pendance. I make the fufferers cafe niy own, and I pros 
te(t, that were I driven from houfe aad home, my proferty 
deftroyed, and my circumftances rnined, that as a man fen- 
fible of injuries, 1 could pever relifli the dofrine of recon: 
cilidtion, or confider myfelf bound thereby,’ 
2 


_ The 


\ 


. Thoufands are already ruined by Britith barbariry 


an independance, fearing that it would produce civil wars >. 
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The colonies have manifefted fuch a fpirit of good order 
and obedience to continental government, as is fuflicient to 
make every reafonable perfon eafy and happy on that 
bead. Noman canafhgn the leaft pretence for his fears, 
onany other grounds, than fuch as are truly childith and 
ridiculous, viz. that one colony will be ftriving for fupe- 
riority over another... 

Where there are no diftinGions, there can be no fupe- 
riority ; perfeé equality affords no temptation. The~ 
republics of Europe are all, (and we may fay always) 
jn peace. Holland and Swiflerland, are without ‘wars 
foreign or domeftic: Monarchical governments, itis true, 
are never long at ret; the crown ivfelf is a temptation to 
enterprifing rnffians at home ;. and that degree of pride and 
infolence ever attendant on regal authority, {wells intoa 
rupture with foreign powers in inftances, where a repubii- 
can government by being formed on more natural principles, 
would negociate the miftake. Au gt | 
Jf there is any true caufe for fear refpecting indepen- 
dance, it is becaufe no plan is yet laid down. Men do 
not fee their way out— Wherefore, as an opening into that | 
bufinefs 1 offer the following hints; at che fame time 
modettly affirming, that 1 have no other opinion of them 
myfelf, than that they may be the means of giving rife to 
fomething better. Could the ftrageling thoughts of in- 
dividuals be colle@ed, they would frequently form materi- 
als for wife and able men to improve into ufeful matter. 

Let the affemblies be annual with a prefident only. 
The reprefentation more equal. Their bufinefs wholly 
domeftic, and fubje& to the authority of a Continental 
Congrefs. ee : 

. Let. each Colony be divided into fis, eight, or ten con- 
venient diflris, each diftri@ to fend a proper number of 
Delegates to Congrels, fo that eaca Colony fend at leaft 
thirty. fhe whole number in Congrefs will be at leaft 
goo. Each Congrefs to fit . oy = and to-choole'a 

prefident by the following method, When the Delegates 

. are 
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are met, let a colony be taken from the whole thirteen’ 


Colonies by lot, after which let the whole Congrefs chocfe 
(by ballot) a pre fident from out of the Delegates of that 
province. Inthe next Congrefs leta Colony be taken by 
lot from twelve only, omitting that Colony from which the 
prefident was taken in the former Congrefs, and fo proceed- 
ing on‘ till the whole thireen fhall have had their proper 
rotation. And in order that nothing may pafs into a law 
but what is fatisfaGtorily juft, not lefs than three fifths of 
the Congrefs to be called a majority—lHe that will 
promote difcord under a government fo equally formed as 
this, would have joined Lucifer in his revolt. 

~ Buras there is a peculiar delicacy from whom, or in what 
manner, this bafinefs mutt firft arife, and asit feems molt 
agrreeable and confiftent, that it fhould come from fome 
intermediate body between the governed and the governors, 
that is between the Congrefs and the People. [Let a 
ConTINENTAL Conrerence be held in the following 
manner, and for the following purpofe. 

A Committee of twenty fix members of Congrefs, viz. 
Two for each Colony. Twomerhbers from each houfe of 
Affembly, or Provincial convention ; and five Reprefenta- 
tivesof the people at large, to be chofen in the capital city 
or town of each Province, for, and in behalf of the whole 
Province, by as many qualified voters as fhall think proper 


to attend from all parts of the Province for that purpole.; 


or if more convenient, the Reprefentatives may be chofen 
in two or three of the moft populous pirts tnyeor ante 
this ConF ERENCE thus aflembled, will be united the two 


grand principles of bufinefs, dnowledge and power, The. 


members of Conzrefs, Affemblies, or Conventions, by 


having had experience in national concerns, will be able and 
ufeful counfellors, and the whole, by being impowered by 
the people, will have a truly legal AUTRONILVsy eee 

The conferring Members being met, let their bufinefs be 
to frame a CONTINENTAL CHARTER, or Charter of the 
United Colonies; (anfwering, to what is called the Magna 


y 


EB 2 Charta, 
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Charta of England) fixing the number and. manner of 
choofing members of Congrefs, members of Ailembly, 
with their date of fitting, and drawing the line of bufinefe 
and jurifdiction becween them: Always remembering, that - 
our ftrength and happinefs, is continental not provincial. © 
securing freedom and property to all men, and above all 
things, the free exercife of religion, according to-the dic- . 
tates of confcience ; with fuch other matters as is neceflary 
fora charter to contain. Immediately after which, the {aid 
conference to difloive, and the bodies which fhall be chofen 
conformable to the faid charter, tobe the Legiflators and » 
Governors of this Continent, for the time. being ; Whofe - 

peace and happinefs may God preferve. Amen, 


Should any body of men be hereafter delegated for this 
or fome fimilar purpofe, 1 offer them the following extracts 
from that wife obferver on governments DraGoNETTI. 
“Phe fcience” fays he “ of the Politician confilts in fixing 
“ the true point of bappipefs and freedom. ‘Thofe men 
“ would deferve the gratitude of ages, who fhould difcover a 
“ mode of government that contained the greateft fam ot 
“ individaal happinefs, with the leaft national expence.” 

_ Draconert: on Rewards and Virtue. 


But»where, fay fome, is the King of America? Vil tell 
vou Friend, he reigns above; anddoth not make havoc of 
mankind like the Royal Brute of Great Britain. Yet thar 
we nay not appear to be defeétive even in earthly honours, 
Jet a day be folemnly fet apart for proclaiming the Charter ; 
tet it be bronghe forth placed on the divine law, the word 
of God; let a Crown be placed thereon, by which the 
world may know, that fo far as we approve of monarchy, that 
in America THE LAW Is KING. For as in abfolute go- 
vernments the King is law, fo in free countries the law 
ought to be King, and there ought to be pnoother. But left 
any ill ufe thould afterwards arife, let the Crown at the 
conclufion of the ceremony be demolifhed, and {cattered 
among the People whofe right it is. | | 


| 


| 
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A goverament of ourown is our natural right: and wher 
a man ferioufly .reflects on the precarieufnels of human 


affairs, he will become convinced, that it is infinuely wifer 
and fafer,.to form a conftituuon of eur.own, in a cool 
deliberate manner, while we have itin our own power, thaa 


to truit fach an interefting event to time and chance. If 


-weomit it now, fome * Maffanello may hereafier arife, whe 
laying hold of popular difquietudes, may colleét together 
the defperate and the difcontented, and by affumiog to 
_themfelves the powers of government, may {weep away the 
liberties of the Contingent like a deluge, Should .the 
government of America return again into the hands of 
| Bricain, the totteriég fituation of things will be a temptation 


for fome defperate adventurer to try his fortune; and in 


facha cafe, whag relief can Britain give? Ere the could 
hear the news, the fatal bufinefs might be done; and 
_ourfelves fuffering like the wretched Britons under the op- 
preflion of the Conqueror. Ye that oppofe independance 


now, ye know not what ye do; ye are opening a door to 


‘eternal tyranny, by keeping yacgut the feat of government, 
‘There are thoufands, and tens of thoufands, who would 
think it glorious to expel from the Continent that barbarous 


and hellifh power, which bath ftirred up the Indians and 
the Negroes to deflroy us; the cruelty hath a double guilt, 


itis dealing brutally by us and treacheroufly by them. 


To talk of friendfhip with thofe in whom our reafon 


_ forbids us to have faith; and our afteCtions wounded thro’ a 


thoufand pores inftrué us to deteft, is madnefs and folly. 


‘Every day wears out the little remains of kindred between 
us and them, end can there be any reafon to hope, that as 


the relationfhip expires, the affection will encreafe, or that 
we fhall agree better, when we have ten times more aad 
greater concerns to quarrel over than ever ? 


Ye 


* Thomas Anello, otherwife Maffanello, a fifherman of Naples, who. 
after {piriting up his countrymen in the public market-place, Agathe 

- rhe oppreflion of the Spaniards, to whom the place was then fubje@, 
prompted them toreyolt, and in the fpace of a day became King. 3 
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Ye that tell us of harmony and reconciliation, can ye 
reftore to us the time that is paft? Can ye give to profti. 
tution its former innocence? Neither can ye reconcile 
Britain and America. The Jaft cord is now broken, the 
people of England are prefenting addreffes againft us. 
"There are injuries which nature cannot forgive; fhe 
would ceafe to be nature if fhedid. As well can the lover 
forgive the ravifher of his miftrefs, as the Continent for- 
give the murders of Britain. The Almighty hath implant-— 
ae in us thefe unextinguifhable feelings for good and wife 
‘purpofes. “They are the guardians of his image in our 
hearts. They diftioguifh us from the herd of common 
animals. The focial compaét would diffolve, and jultice be 
extirpated the earth, or have only acafual exiftence, were 
we callous to the touches of affection, ‘Fhe robber and 
the murderer would often efcape uapuntthed, did not the 
injuries which our tempers fuftais, provoke us into jattice. 

O ye that love mankind! Ye that dare oppofe not only 
: the tyranoy but the tyrant, fland forth! Every fpot of the 
ah old world is over-run with oppreffion. Freedom hath been — 
| hunted round the globe. Afia’ and Africa have long ex- 
i) pelled her.—Europe regards hes likea ftranger, and Eng-— 
ih Jand hath given her warning to depart. O receive the 
i fogitive, and prepare in time an afylum for mankind. 


: Of the Present. Asenetd of America, With fome. 
i MISCELLANEOUS REFLECTIONS. 


i Fave never met with a man either in England or 
| America, who hath not confefled his opinion, that a 
| feparation between the countries would take place, one 
‘time or other : And there is no inftance, in which wehave 
{hewn lefs judgment; than in endeayouring to defcribe | 
what we call the ripenefs or fitnefs of the Continent for 

independance. 
ag AS ail-men allow the meafure, and vary only in their. 
af pinion of the ume, let us, in order to remove miftakes, 
take a general furvey of things, and endeavour if pofible, 
(0 © 
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Tis not in the numbers but in unity that our great 


‘ftrength lies: yet our prefent numbers are fufficient to 


repel the force of all the world. The Continent hath at 


“this time the largeft difciplined army of any power onder 
Heaven: and is juft arrived at that pitch of ftrength, in 


which no fingle Colony is able to fupport itfelf, and the 


whole, when united, is able to do any thing. Our Jand 


force is more than fuflicient, and as to navy affairs, we 
cannot be infenfible that Britain would never fuffer aa 


American man of war to be built, while the Continent re- 
mained in her hands. Wherefore, we (hould be. no for- 
warder an hundred years hence, in that branch than we are 
now; but the truth is, we fhould be lefs fo, becaufe the 
timber of the country is every day diminifhing. : 
Were the Continent crowded with inhabitants, her 
fufferings under the prefent circumftances would be intole- 
rable. - The more fea-port towns we had, the more fhould 


we have both to defend andtolofe. Our prefent numbers, 


are fo happily proportioned to our wants, that no man 
need be idle. The diminution of trade affords an army, 
and the neceflities of an army create a new trade. 

Debts we have none: and whatever we may contract oa 
this account will ferve asa glorious memento of our virtue. 
Can we but leave pofterity with a fettled form of govern- 
ment, an independant conftitation of its own, the purchafe 
at any price will be cheap. But to expend millions for the 
fake of getting a few vile aéts repealed, and routing the 
prefent miniftry only, is unworthy of the charge, and is 
uling pofterity with the utmoft cruelty ; becaufe it isleaving 
them the great work to do, and a debt upon their backs 
from which they derive no advantage. Such a thought is 
unworthy a man of honour, and is the true charaéteriftic of 
a narrow heart aud a pidling politician, 
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to find out the very time. But I need not go far; the ene 
‘guiry ceafes at once, for the time hath found us, ‘Vhe 
general concurrence, the slorious union of all things, 
prove the fatt.. 3 
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GO ON SENSE. 
The debt we may contract doth not deferve our regard 
if the work be but accomplifhed. No nation ought to be 
without adebt. A‘national debt is a national bond; and 
when it bears no intereft, is in no cafea grievance, Britain 
is opprefled with a debt of upwards ‘of one hundred and 
forty millions fterling, for which fhe pays ‘upwards of four 
millions intereft. And as a compenfation for her debt, 
fhe has a large navy: America is without a debt, and 
without a navy’; but for the twentieth part of the Englifh 
national debt, could have a navy as large again, The navy” 
of England is not worth at this time more than threa 
millions and an half fterling. Les t 
No country on the globe is fo happily firuated, or fo 
internally capable of raifing a fleet as America. "Tar, tims 
ber, iron, and cordage are her natural produce. We need’ 
go abroad for nothing. Whereas the Datch, who make 
large profits by hiring out their fhips of war to the Spaz 
niards and Portuguefe, are obliged to import moft of the 
materials they ufe. We ought to view the building a fleet 
as an article of commerce, it being the natural manufactory: 
of this country. Vis the beft money we can lay out. A’ 
navy when finifhed is worth more than it coft: And is that 
nice point in national policy, in which commerce and pro- 
tection are united. Let us build; if we want them nor, 
we can fell, and by that means re-place our paper currency: 
wich ready gold and filver. tery 
' In point of manning a fleet, people in general run into’ 
Sreat errors; itis not neceflary that one fourth part fhould 
be failors. The Terrible privateer, Capt. Death, ftood 
the hotteft engagement of any thip lait war, yet had noe 
twenty failors on board, though her complement of men 
-was upwards of two hundred. A few able and focia} failors 
will foon inftru& a fuficient number of ative landmen in’ 
the common work cf athip. Wherefore we never can be 
more capable to begin on maritime matters than now, 
while our timber is {tanding, our filheries blocked up, end 
our failors and fhipwrights out of employ, © Men’ of Lwar 
of 


only hath the been liberal of both. The valt empire of | 
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of feventy and eighty guns were buile forty years ago in 
New England, and whiy not the fame now ? Ship building 
is America’s gredtelt pride, and in which, the will in time 
excel the whole world. The great empires of the Eaftare 
inoltly ialand and confequently excluded from the pofhbility 
of rivalling her. Africa is ina ftate of barbarifm ; and no 
power in Europe, hath either fuch an extent of coaft, or 
fuch an internal fupply of materials. Where nature hath 
given the ene fhe has with-held the other; to America 


 Roflia_is almioft fhut out from the fea: wherefore, her 
— boundlefs forrelts, her tar, iron, and cordageareé only articles 
_ of commerce. - 


_ Io point of fafety, ought we to be without a fleet ? We 


are not the little people now, which we were fixty years ago; 


| 
i 
i 


at that time we might have trufted our property in the 
itreets, or fields rather, and flept fecurely without locks or 
bolts to our doors and windows, The cafe now is altered; 
and our methods of deence, ought to improve with our 
increafe of property. A common pirate twelve months ago 
might have come up the Delaware, and laid the city of Phi- 
ladelphia under inftant contribution for what fam he pleafed, 
and the fame might have happened to other places. Nay, 
any daring fellow ia a brig of 14 or 16 guns might have 
tobbed the whole continént, and: carried off half a million 
of money. Thefe are circnmftances which demand out 
attention and point out the neceffiry of naval protection, 

Some perhaps will fay, that after we have made it up 
With Britain that fhe will prote@ us. Cai we be fo unwife 
as to mean that fhe fhall kéep a navy in our harbours for 
that purpofe 2? Common fenfe will tell us, that the power 
which hath endeavoured to fubdue us, is of all others, the 


thoft improper io defend us. Conqueft may be effected un- 
der the pretence of friendfhip ; and ourfelves after a long. 
and brave refiftance, be at lait cheated into flavery. And if 
her fhips are nor to be ee into our harbours, 1 aah 
| | : atk; 
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afk, how is the to protect us ? A navy three or four thous 
fand miles off can be of little ufe, and on fudden emergencies, 
fone at all. Wherefore if we mult hereafter protect our- 
felves, why not doit for ourfelves? why do it for another ¢ 

The Englith lift of thips of war, ‘slong and formidable, 
but nota renth part of chem are at any one time fit for fervice, — 
Aumbers of them not in being ; yet their names are pom- 
poufly continued in the lift if only a plank is left of the fhip: 
and not a fifth part of fuch as are fit for fervice, can be fpared 
on any one ftation atone time. The Eaft and Welt Indies, 
Mediterranean, Africa, and other parts over which Britain 
extends her claim, make large demands upon her navy. 
From a mixture of prejudice and inattention, we have con- 
traQed a falfe notion refpecting the navy of England, and 
have talked as if we fhould have the whole of it to encounter 
at once, and for that reafon, fappofed, that we muft have one 
as large; which not beins inftantly practicable, hath been 
made ufe of bya fer of difguifed gories to difcourage our 
beginning thereon. Nothing can be farther from trurh than 
this, for if America had only a twentieth part of the naval 
force of Britain, fhe would be by far an over match for her; 
becaufe as we neither have, nor claim any foreign dominion, 
sur whole force would be employed on our own coatt, 
where we fhould, in the Jong run, have two to one the 
advantage of thofe who bad three or four thoufand miles 
to fail over, before they could attack us, and the fame dif- 
‘tance to return in order to refit and recruit. And although 
Britain by her fleet hath a check over our trade to Europe, 
we have as large a one over her trade to the Welt Indies, 


which by laying in the neighbourhood of the Continent 
lies entirely at its mercy. | | 
Some method might be failen on tokeep upa naval force 
in time of peace, if we fhould not judge it neceflary to fup- 
‘port a conftant navy. If premiums were to be given to 
merchants to build and employ in their fervice, fhips mount- 
ed with 20, 30, 40 or 50 gus (the premiums to be in pro- 


portion 
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portion to the lofs of bulk to the merchant) fifty or fixty 
— of thofe fhips,with a few suard fhips on conftant duty would 
keep up a fufficient navy, and that without burdening our- 
felves with the evil fo loudly complained of in England, of 
fuffering their fleets in time of peace to lie rotting in the 
docks. To unite the finews of commerce and defence is 
found policy; for when our firength and our riches 
play into each other’s hand we need fear no_ external 
_ enemy. | 
In almoft every article of defence we abound. Hemp 
flourifhes even to ranknels, fo that we need not want cor- 
dage. Oar iron is fuperior to that of other countries. Our 
{mall arms equal to any in the world. Cannon we can caft 
at pleafure. Salt-petre and gun-powder we are every day 
producing. Our knowledge is hourly improving. Refo- 
lution is our inherent character, and courage hath never 
yet forfaken us. Wherefore wha? isit that we want? Why 
5 it that we hefitate ? From Britain we can expe nothing 
but ruin. If fhe is once admitted to the government of 


America again, this Continent will not be worth living in. 


Jealoufies will be always arifing; infurreétions will be con- 
flantly happening ; and who will go forth to quell them? 
who will venture his life to reduce his own countrymen [to 
a foreign obedience; the difference between Pennfylvania 
and Connecticut, refpecting fome unlocated lands, fhews the 
infignificance of a Britifh government,and fully proves, that 


nothing but Continental authority can regulate Continental, 


qnatters. ! 


Another reafon why the prefent time is preferable to. 
all others, is, that the fewer our numbers are, the more land. 


there is yet uncccupied, which inftead of being lavifhed by. 
the king on his worthlefs dependants, may be hereafter 


applied, not only to the difcharge of the prefent debt, but 


to the conftant fupport of government. No nation under, 
Heaven hath, fach an advantage as this. 
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The infant ftate of the Colonies, as it is called, fo far 
from being againft is an argument in favour of independance. 
Weare fufliciently numerous, and were we more fo we might 
be lefs united. ”Tis a matter worthy of obfervation, that 
ehe more a country is peopled, the fmaller their armies are, 
dn military numbers the ancients far exceeded the moderns: 
and the reafon is evident, for trade being the confequence 
of population, men become too much abforbed thereby to. 
attend to any thing elfe, Commerce diminifhes the {pirit 
both of Patriotifm and of military defence. And hiftory 
fufficiently informs us that the braye(t atchievements were 
always accomplifhed in the non-age of anation. With the 


_ €ncreafe of commerce England hath loft irs {pirit. The 


more men have to lofe, the lefs willing are they to venture, 
The rich are in general flaves to fear, and fabmit to courtly 


_ power with the trembling duplicity of a {paniel. 


Youth is the feed time of good habits as well in nations 
as in individuals, It might be difficulr, if not-impoffible to 
form the Continent into one Government half a century 
hence. The vatt variety of interefls occafioned by an in- 
creafe of trade and population, would create confufion. 
Colony would be againtt Colony. ach being able would 
{corn zach others afliftance: and while the proud and. 
foolifh gloried in their little diltinGions, the wife would 
Jament that the union bad not been farmed before: 
Wherefore, the prefent time is the true time for eftablifhing 
it. The intimacy which is cantraéed in infancy, and the 
friendthip which is formed in misfortune, are of all others, 
the moft lafting and unalterable. Our prefent union is 


“Marked with both thefe characters: we are young, and 


We have been diftreffed; but our concord hath withitood 
our troubles, and fixes a memorable Era for pofterity 
ro glory in, : | Waa ea oth 
The prefent time likewife, is that peculiar time, which | 
ever happens to a nation but once, viz. the time of 
forming itielf into a government. Moft nations have He 
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‘flip the opportunity, and by that means have been com- 
pelled to receive laws from their conquerors, inftead of 
making laws for themfelves, Firft they had a king, and 
then.a form of government; whereas the articles or charter 
of government fhould be formed firft, and men delegated 
to execute them afterward ; but from the errors of other 
nations let us learn wifdom, and lay hold of the prefent 
opportunity —— fo begin Government at the right end. 
When William the Conqueror fubdued England, he gave 
them law at the point of the fword; and until we confent 
that the feat of government in America be legally and 
authoritatively filled, we fhall be in danger of having ic 
filled by fome fortunate ruffian, who may treat us in the 
fame manner, and then, where will be our freedom? 
where our property ? 3 
 _As to religion, I hold it to be the indifpenfible duty 
of government to protea all con{cientions profeffors there- 
of, and I know of no other bufinefs which government 
hath to de therewith: Jet aman throw afide that narrow- 
nefs of foul, that felfifhnefs of principle, which the niggards 
of all profeflions are fo unwilling to part with, and he will 
be delivered from his fears on that head, Sufpicion is the 
companion of mean fouls and the bane of all gond fociety. 
For my felf, I fully and confcientioufly believe, that it is the 
will of the Almighty, that there fhould be diverfity of re- 
Figious opinions among us. Ie affords a large field for. 
our chriftian kindnefs; were we all of one way of think- 
ing, our religious difpofitions would want matter for pro- 
‘bation: and on this liberal principie J look on the various 
denominations among us, to be like children of the fame 
family, differing only in what is called their chriftian names. 
Io page 30 and 31 I threw out a few thoughts’ on the 
Propriety of a continental charter, (for I only prefume to 
offer hints, not plans,) and in this place I take the liberty 
of re-mentioning the fubjeét, by obferving, that a charter 
is to be underftood as a bond of folemn obligation, pai 
| tye 
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the whole enters into, to fupport the right of every feparate 
part, whether of religion, perfonal freedom, or property. 
A right reckoning makes long friends. 
ln a former page | likewife mentioned the necefity of a . 
large and equal reprefentation ; and there is no political 
matter which more deferves our attention. A fmal] number 
of electors, ora {mall number of reprefentatives are equally 
dangerous. But if the number of the reprefentatives be 
not only fmall, but unequal, the danger isencreafed. Asan 
inftance of this 1 mention the following ; when the aflos 
ciators petition was before the doufe of Affembly of Penn- 
fyivania,twenty eight members only were prefent, All the 
Buckscounty members, being eight, voted again{tit, and had 
feven of the Chefter members done the fame, this whole 
Province had been governed by two counties only, and this 
danger it is always expofed to. The unwarrantable ftretch - 
likewife, which that houfe made in their laft fitting, to gam 
an undue authority over the Delegates of that Province, 
ought to wara the people at large, how they traft power 
out of their own hands. A fet of inftruétions for the De- 
legates were put together, which in point of fenfe and bufi- | 
pefs would have difhonour’d a fchool-boy, and after being 
approved by afew, a very few without doors, were carried 
ato the houfe,and there pafled zz behalf of the whole Colony : 
whereas did the whole Colony know, with what ill-will that 
houfe had entered on fome neceflary public meafures, they 
would not hefitate a moment to think them unworthy of 
fuch a truft, | : et 
- Immediate neceflity makes many things convenient, 
which if continued would grow into oppreflions. Expedi- 
ence and right, are different things. When the calamities 
of America require a confultation, there was no method fo 
ready, or at that time fo proper, as to appoint perfons from 
the feveral houfes of Affembly for that purpofe ; and the 
‘wifdom with which they have proceeded hath preferved 
this Contineut from ruin. Butas it is more than probable 
A are | that 
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that we fhall never be without a Coneress, every well 


wither to good order, muft own, that the mode for choofing . 
members of that body, deferves confideration. And [ put 
it as a queftion to thofe, who make a ftudy of mankind, 


whether reprefentation and election is not too greata power 
for one and the fame body of men to poffefs ? When we are 


planning for pofterity, we ought to remember, that virtue 
is not hereditary. * | 

~ Tris from our enemies that we often gain excellent maxims, 
and are frequensly furprifed into reafon by their miftakes. 
Mr. Cornwall (one of the Lords of the Treafury) treated 
the petition of the New-York Affembly with contempt, 
becaufe that honfe, he faid, confifted but of twenty fix 
members, which trifling number, he argued, could not 
with decency be put forthe whole. We thank him for 
his involuntary honelty. * : 


To concLupE, however ftrange ic may appear to 
fome, or however unwillng they may be to think fo, 
matters not, but many ftrong and ftriking reafons may be 
given to thew, that ntihing can fettle our affairs fo expes 
ditioufly as an open and determined declaration for inde< 
pendance. Some of which are, | : 

Firft.—\k is the cuftom of Nations, when any two are 
‘at war, for fome other powers not engaged in the quarrel, 
to ftep in as Mediators and bring about the Preliminaries 
of a Peace: but while America calls herfelf the Subject 
of Great Britain, no power, however well difpofed fhe 
may be, can offer her Mediation. Wherefore in our 
prefent ftate we may quarrel on for ever. 
~ Secondly.—It is unreafonable to fuppofe, that France or 
Spain will give us any kind of affittance, if we mean only to 


make ufe of that afliltance, for the purpofe of repairing the 


breach, 


* Thofe who would fully underftand of what great confequence a 
large and equal reprefeatation is to a State, fhould read Burgh’s 
political Difquifitions. ees 
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breach, and irenethiatag the connection between Britain 
and America ; ; becanfe, thofe powers would be fufferers by 
the confequences, 


Thirdly.— While we profefs ourfelves the Subjects of — 


Britain, we muft in the eye of foreign nations be confi- 


dered as Rebels. The precedent is fomewhat dangerous” 


to their peace, for men to bein arms ‘under the name of 
Subjects: weon the fpot can folvethe paradox ; but to unite 


refiftance and fubjection, requires an idea much too refined — 


for common underftanding. 


Fourthly —Werea manifefto to be publithied and difpatch- . 


ed to foreign Courts, fetting forth the miferies we have en- 
dured, and the peaceable methods we have ineffe@ually ufed 
for redrefs, depiatag at the fame time, that not being able 
dny longer to live happily or fafely, under the cruel difpo- 
fition of the Britifh Court, we had been driven to thé 
neceflity of breaking off all conneétions with her: at the 
fame time, affuring all fuch Courts of our peaceable difpo- 
fition towards them, and of our defire of entering into trade 
with them: fuch a memorial would produce fiiore good 
effects to this Continent; than if a fhip were freighted with 
petitions to Britain. 

Under our prefent denomination of Britith Subjedts, we 
can neither be received nor heard abroad; the cuftom of 
all Courts is againft us, and will be fo, until by an Indes 
pendance we take rank with other Nations. 

Thefe proceedings may at firft appear ftrange and 
difficult, bur, like all other fteps which we ‘have already 
paffed over, will in a little time become familiar and 
agreeable: and until, an Independance is declared, the 
Continent will feel itfelf like aman who continues putting 


off fome unpleafant bufinefs from day to day, yet knows . 


it muft be done, hates co fet about it, wifhes it over, and 
is continually haunted W ith the thoughts of its necelliry. 
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COMMO N SE N SE; 
Addreffed to the Inhabitants of Gite 
On the following interefting Subjeéts. 
I. The Ainerical Pattiot’s Prayer. | | | 
[I. American Independency defended, by Candidus. 
II. The Propriety of fidependtncy, by Demophilus, 
The dread of Tyrants, and the fole refource 


OF thofe that under "grim Oppreflion groan. 
THOMPSON. 


1V. A Review of the American Conteft; with fome 
Striftures on the King’s Speech. Addrefled to all 
Parents in the Thirteen United Colonies, by a 
Friend to Pofterity and Mankind. 


| vy. Letter to Lord Dattmouth, by an Englifh American, 


YI. Obfervations on Lord Nofth’s Conciliatory Plan. 
by Sincerus, 


TO WHICH I8 ADDED; 
An Appendix to Common Senlfe : 
Together with an Addrefs to the People called Quakers; 


on their Teftimony concerning Kings and Government; 
and the aU bah Commotions in AMERICA. 


The AmERICAN PaTRiot’s Prayer. 


ARENT of all, omnipotent 

In heav’n, and earth below, 
Thro’ all creation’s bounds unfpent, — 

Whofe ftreams of goodnefs ok 


Teach mie to Chew from whence I rofe, 
And unto what defign’d ; 

No private aims let me Both 
Since link’d with human kind. 


But chief to hear my country’s voice, 


May all my thoughts incline, Eee es 


*Tis reafon’s law, ’tis virtue’s choice, - 
*Tis nature’s call and thine. 


Me from fair freedom’s facred caufe, 
Let nothing e’er divide ; 

Grandeur, nor gold, nor vain applaufe , 
Nor pene falfe eee * 


Let me not faétion’s partial hate 
Purfue to this land’s woe; 

Nor gra(p the thunder of the flate, - 
To wound a private foe. 


If, for the right, to with the wrongs 
My country fhall combine, 

Single to ferve th’ erroneous throng, 

' Spight of themfelves, be mine. — 


‘ADDITIONS to COMMON SENSE. 


AMERICAN INDEPENDANCY defended. 


HEN the little pamphlet inritled COMMON 
SENSE firft made its appearance in favor of 
that fo often abjured idea of independance upon 

upon Great-Britain, I was informed that no lefs than 
three gentlemen of refpegtable abilities were engaged 
to anfwer it. As yet I have feen nothing which di- 
rectly pretends to difpute a fisgle pofition of the au- 
thor. The oblique effay in Humphreys’s paper, and 
folemn Teftimony of the Quakers, however intended, 
having offered nothing to the purpofe, 1 fhall take 
leave to examine this important queflion, with all 
candor and attention, and fubmit the refule to my 
much interefted country. | 

Dependance of one man, or ftate, upon another, 
is either abfolute, or limited by fome certain terms of 
agreement. The dependance of thefe colonies which 
Great Britain calls con/fitutional, as declared by a& of 
arliament, is abfolute. If the contrary of this be the 
biota fo many haye been declaiming againft, I could 
with my countrymea would confider the confequences of 
fo ftupida profeffion. If a limited dependance is intended, 
{ would be much obliged to any one who will thew me the 
Britanna American Magna Charta wherein the terms of 
our limited dependance are precifely flated. If no fuch 
thing can be found, and ab/olute denendance be accounted 
inadmifible, the found we are fquabbling about has certainly 
no determinate meaning. . If any fay we mean that kind 
of dependance we acknowledged at and before the year 
1763; Lanfwer, vague and uncertain laws, and more 
efpecially CONSTITUTIONS, are the very infruments 
of flavery, Lhe Magna Charta of England was very 
explicit, confidering the time it was formed, and yet muci} 
blood was fpilt in difputes concerning its meaning. 
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Befides. the danger of an indefinite dependance upon 
an undetermined power, it might be worth while to confider 
what the characters are on whom we are fo ready to 
acknowledge ourfelves dependant. The votaries for this 
idol tell us, upon the good people of our Mother Country, 
whom they reprefent'as the moft juft, humane, and afiectio- 
nate friends we can have in the world. Were this true, 
it were fome encouragement; but who can pretend 
ignorance that thefe jut and humane friends are as much 
under the tyranny of men of a reverfe character as we 
fhould be, could thofe mifcreants gain their ends? I dif- 
claim any more than a mutual dependance on any man, 
or number of men upon earth; but an indefinite de- 
pendance upon a combination of men, who have, in 
the face of the fun, broken thro’ the molt folemn cove- 
nants, debauched the hereditary, and corrupted the 
eletive guardians of the people’s rights, who haye, in 
fa, eftablifhed an abfolute tyranny in Great-Britain and 
Ireland, and openly declared themfelves competent to bind 
the Colonifts in all cafes whatfoever : I fay indefinite de- 
pendance on fuch a combination of ufurping innovators 
| is evidently as dangereus to liberty, as fatal to civil 
At and focial happinefs, as any one ftep that could be 
it propofed, even by the defiroyer of men. The utmoft that 
oe the honeft party in Great-Britain can do, is to warn us - 
ui to avoid this dependance at all hazards? Does not even 
| a Duke of Grafton declare the minifterial meafures 
Wegal and dangerous ? And fhall America, no Way 
connected with this adminiftration, prefs our fubmiffion \ 
to fuch meafures, and reconciliation to the authors 
of them ? Would not fuch pigeon-hearted wretches 
equally forward the recal of the Stuart family, and 
the eftablifhment of Popery throughout Chriftendom, 
did they conceive the party in favor of thofe loyal 
meafures the ftrongelt ? Shame on the men who can 
court exemption’ from prefent trouble and expence, 
at the price of their own and pofterity’s liberty! The 
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honeft party in England cannot wifh for the reconciliation 
propofed. ir is as unfafe to them as to us, and they 


thoroughly apprehend it, What check have they now ~ 


upon the crown, and what f{hadow of control can they pre- 


tend, when the crown can command fifteen or twenty. 


millions a year, which they have nothing to fay tof A 
proper proportion of our commerce is all that can benefit 
‘any good man in Britain or Ireland, and God forbid we 


fhould be fo cruel as to furnifh bad men with power to en-— 


flave both Britain and America. Adminiftration has now 
fairly diffevered the dangerous tie: Execrated will he be 
by the lateft pofterity who again joins the’fatal cord ! But 
fay the puliag pufillanimous cowards, we fhall be fubject ta 
along and bloody war, if we declare independance. On 
— the.contrary, 1 affirm it the only ftep that can bring the 
— conteft to a {peedy and happy ifue. By declaring inde- 
 pendance we place ourfelves on a footing for an equal nego- 


ciation: Now we are called a pack of villainous rebels, 


who, like the St. Vincent Indians, can expect nothing more 


than a pardon for our lives, and the foyereign favor, re- 
{pefting freedom and property, 40 be at the King’s will, 
Grant Almighty God that I may be numbered with the 
dead before that fable day dawn on North- America ! 
All Europe knows the illegal and inhuman treatment 
we have received from Britons. All Europe wifhes the 
haughty emprefs of the main reduced to a more humble 
deportment. After herfelf has thraft her Colonies from 
her, the maritime powers ‘cannot be fuch idiots as to fufter 
her to reduce them to a more abfolute obedience of 
her didtates than they were heretofore obliged to yield. 
Does not the moft fuperficial politician know, that while 
we profefs ourfelves the fabjects of Great- Britain, and yet 
hold arms againft her, they have a right to treat us as 
rebels, and that according to the laws of nature and na- 
tions no other flate has a right to ‘aterfere in the.difpute ? 
But on the other hand, on our declaration of independance, 
the marinme fares at leaft wil find it their interett, which 
. always 
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always fecures the queftion of inclination, to prote& a 
people who can be fo advantageous to them. So that 
thofe fhort-fighted politicians, who conclude that this flep 
will involve us in flaughter and devaftation, may plainly 
Perceive that no meafure in our power will fo naturally 
and effectually work our deliverance. The motion of a 
finger of the Grand Monarch would procure as gentle a 
femper in the omnipotent Britith Minifter, as appeared in 
the Manilla ranfom and Falkland iflands affairs, From 
without certainly we have every thing to hope, nothing 
tofear; from within, fome tell us the Prefbyterians, if. 
freed from the reftraining power of Great- Britain, would 
over-run the peaceable Quakers in this government. For 
my own part, I defpife the bickerings of fefaries, and am 
apprehentive of no trouble from thar quarter, ‘efpecially 
while no peculiar honors nor emoluments are annexed to 
either. 1 heartily with too many of the Quakers did not 
give caufe af complaint, by endeavoring to countera@ the 
meafures of their fellow citizens tor the common fafety. 
if they profefs themfelves only pilgrims here, let them 
walk through the men of this world without interfering 
with their actions on either fide. If they would not pull 
down Kings, let them not /upport tyrants ; for whether 
they underftand it or not, there is, and ever has been, an 
efiential difference in the charaéters. — 

Finally, with M. De Vatell, I aecount a flate a moral 
perjon, having an intereft and will of its own, and I think 
that flate a monfter, whofe prime mover has an intereft and 
will, in direct cppofition to its profperity and fecurity. 
‘This pofitian has been fo clearly demonftrated in the pam- 


phiet frit mentioned in this effay. that I fhall only add, 


“if there are any arguments in favor of returning toa ftate 


of dependance on Grear. Britain, that is, on the prefene 
Adminiffration of Great-Britain, 1 could with they were 
timely offered, that they may be foberly confidered, before 
the cunning propofals of the cabinet fet a!l the timid, lazy 


and irrefolute members of the community into a clamor 


for peace at any rate. CANDIDUS 
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The Propriety of INDEPENDANCY: 


ee acknowledge that the Creator formed Man for focietys 


and that fociety cannot fubfift without regulations, laws, 


and government; and at the fame time to affert, that in fpighe 


of all human care to prevent it, every government will degene- 
rate into a tyranny, is fuch a daring bla/phemy of the divine atiris 
butes, that had I not heard it afferted, and acquieiced in as 4 


truth, I could not have believed fuch a pofition could have ob- 


tained ina civilized country! This monftrous bypothefis con- 
cludes that notwithftanding the Deity had power enough to form 
fuch admirable crea‘ures as men and women, and fit them for 
enjoying of each other a thoufand ways, and tho’ by means Ge 


the moft exquifite of thofe enjoyments a race fhould arife from 


them over which every power of rightful government mutt of 
neceflity be exercifed, yet juft and rightful government is_in 
reality utopian, imaginary, and impracticable! Did not God 
cloath the grafs, dire the wild Goat, and piovide for the Spar- 
row, I might more eafily be perfuaded to fufpect his care of Man. 
I readily grant that the delegates of governmental power are 
too apt to confider themfelves the pofleffors of it in their ownright, 
and that they therefore take every means in their power to be- 
come the ma/fers in the place of fervants to their con/lituents 5 and 
that the people in all civilized countries have been too inatten- 
sive to the ufurpations of their rulers: But I conceive of no 
caufein the nature of things which fo abfolutely counteracts the 
power of a wife, learned, and free community as to render it im- 
poffible for them to preferve their liberty. “he arguments bro’e 
from the condition of other ftates, are by no means conclufive 
with refpeét to the North American colonies. I am bold to af- 
fert, that fuch a favorable combination of circumftances as they 
are blefled with at this important conjunéture, never did take 
place among any people with whom hiftory has made us ac- 


-quainted. The moft juft and folid foundation of focial happi- 


nefs was laid in the firtt fettlement of the Cantinent, the cultiva- 


tion of the earth for the fubf/tance of its proprietor. Here was no 


feudal tenure from fome military Lord; every cultivator being 
the lord of his own foil, and content with its produce, had ne 
thoughts of encroaching upon and fubjedting kis neighbour to 
his abfolute dominion. Hence a handfome competency has 
enabled the bulk of the people to give their children fuch anedu- 
cation as enables them to read, and become acquainted with the 
ufurpations of the deepeft plotters of their ruins ‘The fpirit of 
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the péople for obtaining this neceflary information, is evident 
from the incredible number of news-papers and other periodical 
publications which they encourage, and the effect of fuch infti- © 
tutions never have been fo greatin any community, yet known, 
as inthefe pantaplebean (altogether Commons) colonies. How 
quickly the moft important revolution of the fundamentals of 
our policy can pervade a continent, may be gueffed at by the 
progrefs of the idea of Colonial Independency in three weeks of 
a month at fartheft ! Surely thoufands and ten thoufands of com- 
mon farmers and tradefinen muft be better reafoners than fome 
of our trammelled juris confultors, who to this hour feel a reluc- 
tance to part with the abominable chain, which remaining, In 
any fhape whatever, tho’ modified by allthe wifdom and caution 
of the greateft men now living, muft tn a very little time drag 
the colonies into the moft abje& flavery. Many profefs them- 
felves zealous for the liberties of America, yet declare an abhor- 
rence of the idea of independancy on Great-Britain. If this be 
not a folecifm, as abfurd and irreconcileable as ever was obtruded 
on mankind, I know not the meaning of the term ! Crud Liberty 
never was defined in ftri@ter terms than az EXEMPTION from all 
controul, WITHOUT THE COMMUNITY, !” which every quali ed~ 
member has an equal voice. No American, as fuch, has the fhadow 
of incorporation with the government of Great- Britain ; aadin — 


confequence, if he receives the leaft fyllable of law from that 


quarter, he gives up his claim to the definitive exemption. If 
the fticklers for dependance do not mean dependance for fome 
certain laws, in the forming of which the Colonifts have no- 
voice atall, [do not yet underftand them ; and if they do mean 
that we fhould admit the claim of any fate, or any part of the 
power of any ftate, with which the domocratic power of this ftate 
is not incorporated, to give us law in any cafe whatever, they 
admit a fibre, which I muft make free to tell them, will fpeedily 
grow into an iron finew which neither themfelves nor pofterity 
will be able to endure of burft afunder. And further, it is not 
only the admiffion of fome poiffible law from a foreign power, 
that hurries a people into flavery ; a meer negative power on acts 
forthe repeal of grievous laws will more flowly, but as certainly 
fubvert liberty, . ee 
_ Again, Mr. Hume’s. obfervation, [Perfec? Common-wealths 
p. 301.] that ‘the fword being in the hands of a fingle perfon who 
will alivays negleé to difcipline the militia, in order to have the pre- 
text to 4eep up a flanding army ;”’ and the facceeding one, ** hal 
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this is a mortal diftemper in the Briti/b government of which i€ 
anuft, at laf? inevitably perifh,” now {o fatally confirmed, may be a 
fufficient warning to the Colonies to beware of being again entangled 
with the yoke of bondage. 4 : ) 

Many objet to a Republican Government as impracticable ir 


+ ‘ 


a large flate. ‘* The contrary of this [fays Hume, Per. Com 


302.} feems evident. Tho’ ’tis more difficult to form a Repub- 
lican Government in an exteénfive country than ina city ; there 
is more facility, when once it is formed, of preferving it fteady 


‘and unifornt, without tumult or faction, in the former than the 


latter. (Per. Com. 303.) Ina large governmient which is mo- 


_delled with mafterly fkill, there is compafs and room enough ta 
tefine the democracy from the lower people, who may be ad- 
‘mitted into the firft eleStions, or firft concoétion of the common-= 


wealth, to the higher magiftrates who direct all the motionsa 
At the fame time the parts are fo diffant and remote that ’tis 


_ very difficult either by intrigue, prejudice, or paffion, to hurry 
them into meafures againft the public intereft.” Thus far 


Mr. Hume, whofe plan for a perfeét commonwealth, will 
| {peedily be fubmitted to public confideration. oor’ 
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A Review of the American Conteft, with fome Stridtures on 
the King’s Speech, and its confequences. Addreffed fo all, 
Parents, in the Thirteen United Colinies. By @ Friend 
to Poflerity and Mankind. 


Ei 


| N ATURE inftrud’s the brute creation to provide for, guard 


, and proteét their offspring until they are able to do foe, 
themfelves. The dam is never known toforfake her young while 
her Care is neceffary for their fatety, nor to do any thing whicts 


would involve them in diftrefs and difficulty. Mart, who has 
| this principle in common with brutes, is endowed with others 
yet more valuable, but which to him are abfolutely neceflary, 


whereby he is taught to provide for the future welfare of his 


defcendants and to guard them from the encroachments of that’ 
power which civil fociety conftitutes for its own fafety 5 but 
which, through the depravity of human nature is often turned 
again it, There ate few parents who do not make it their 
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eonftant ftudy and earneft endeavour to leave fome valuable in- 


_heritance to their children ; few who have been. fo loft to the 


feelings of nature and calls of parental affection, as to entail 
@ifficuly and diftrefs on their children, when it was in their power 
to leave them a fair and eafy inheritance. And yet it has fo 
happened, that by an ill timed attachment to the prefent, without 


- paying proper attention to the future, they have entailed mifery 


upon them by the very means which were defignec to preferve 
them from it. eee 

It ‘is now in your power to bequeath to your children the-one 
or the other, and it becomes you to have an eye to them in all 
gour proceedings. It is fufficiently known to you, thatriches in» 
arbitrary ftates are often the ruin of their pofleflors, and that” 
fecurity to property is abfolutely neceffary to ftamp their true 
value on wealth and pofleffions, He therefore, who wifhes to 
leave his children inflourifhing circum ftances ought to bea zealous 
friend to thofe meafures, and that plan of government which 
gives the preateft fecurity toproperty, and an active warm op- 
poferof thofe which leave it to the arbitrary difpofal of men, 
who find a greater advantage in making free with what does not 
belong to them, than in frugaily uling what is juftly their own. 
Whig and Tory,fhould be out of the queftion. Private pique, 
party faction and animofity ought to fubfide. He who thinks 
Should think for pofterity, and he who ats fhould aét for his 
children. . . 1 Ne ear eee 

Ik is a great weaknefs to fuffer our paffions to take place of 
eur reafon and blindly to follow their dictates, though to our 
ranifeft hurt, ratherthan fubject them to our better fenfe. A 
falfe pride, which will not acknowledge an error. though ever fo 
evident, an obftinate perfeverance in our own opinion without 
deigning to hear advice or inftruction, and an unreafonable at» 
tachment to party, have done much mifchief to mankind, and 


“ may yet do more if not carefully avoided. I have directed this 


paper to you in preference to others, becaufe your parental affec- 
tion fhoy!d form more than a counter poife to every falfe principle, 
which can influence the human mind where the intereft of your 

offspring is at ftake. pes 
Our prefent conteft'is immenfely great, and every man muft 
fee chat it will affeQ polterity. Its confequences cannot end 
with itfelf ; but the lateft generations muft feel its effets. The 
great Ruler of the univeife has permitted it for wife purpofes, 
and has called every one of us to adt our partin it. It becomes 
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us, therefore, laying afide all former prejudices, partiality and 
party attachments, to act upon principles which will juftify ws 
‘to him who has affigned us our ftations, and caufe pofterity to blefs 
the memory of their-forefathers. We all agree in this, that 
Great-Britain is unjuft and arbitrary, and -we have hitherte 
principally differed in the mode of oppofition, which ought te 
‘have been purfued. I {peak not to thofe who think one way 
and talk another. They aét upon fuch bafe principles, that it is 
“in vain to attempt to rouze in them any jutt or generous fenti= 
ments. We have no inftances of the converfion of avaricious 
or ambitious hypocrites, and it would be wafting time to ufe_ 
arguments to convince them. I direct myfelf to you who have 
fincerity fufficient to examine the principles on which you 
— proceed, and honefty enough to purfue that courfe of conduc 
which appears to be right, and fo much affe€tion for your 
children’ as to prefer their intereft and happincfs to every other 
confideration. For you I mean to throw together a few hints 
which may affitt you in finally fixing a right choice, . 
| The Britith adminiftration began its attacks on our liberties 
with a ftamp act, but meeting with flrong opp: fition they thought 
fit to repeal it. This a& threw the colonies into ftrong convul-. 
 fions, and we rejoiced exceedingly on its repeal, and fondly hoped 
that we would enjoy future tranquility. But we were miftaken. 
They never intended to relinquith the defign, but only to change 
their ground, that which they firft pitched upon not feeming 
‘tenable. An American revenue granted by a Britifh Parliament 
was the object, and they never loft fight of it; for they foon re- 
newed their attacks upon principles which they thought: more 
favourable to their intentions; but meeting with as little fuccefs - 
in that, as in the preceding attempt, they fufpended their 
meafures for a time, in hopes of lulling us into a carelefs. 
fecurity. They accordingly once more returned to the charges. 
and endeavoured to effect by cunning and artifice what they 
had heretofore attempted in vain on every other peaceable pian. 
This not fucceeding, they were reduced to their! lat fhift of 
bullying and force. They levied armies, appointed generals 
of reputation to command, and fent them amongft us, we may 
know their commifion by their conduct; for after abufing, 
_brow-beating and infulting, after flarving and tarring and fea- 
thering, after offering every pofible injury which a free people. 
could bear, without obtaining their ends, and every other mea- 
fure failing, they drew the eric and at once reduced us sei 
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dire alternative of fubmitting to their illegal claims of jurifdiGtion, 


or entering into the bloody conteft. Like men determined to 


~ be free we chofe the latter. It now refts on the aft argument, 


an argument which finally fettles all controverfies of a like 
mature. ‘The plan of operation is now opened, and they who 
ftand to it with the moft fteady perfeverance muft finally 
fucceed. This is the decree of providence in all cafes, s+ he — 
**that perfevereth unto the end fhal) be faved.” We have, 
by the biefling of God, effeQualiy baffled all their former at- 
tempts ; but if we fail in this, all our former vitories will only 
gerve to make our fall the more confpicuous and terrible. 
— Twill not enquire what would have been the efficacy of any. 
heretofore recommended, but untried means. The worft that 


_can has happened, and it is with it we have .now to deal; to 


relinquifh it on our part, wou'd be to give up the matter, for 
however any means might once have done, cowardice alone 
would now defert the field, and flavery muft be the inevitable 
confequence. ce. aN OR, iy iden RG a 
_ Ido not wonder that war fits heavy on us, and that we are 
Yomewhat reftlefs and uneafy; but I fhall be furprized, if we, 
who have fo long and fo fuccefsfully oppofed tyranny and 
opprefiion, fhould all on a fudden lofe every defire of retaining 
our liberties. I am forced into this remark by the artful, cune . 
ning and defigning manner in which fome men talk of arecon- 
ciliation with Great-Britain ; and the bug-bcars they conjure up 
to frighten the timid, irrefolute and ignorant, from a fleady — 

profecution of thofe means, which alone can help us in our _ 
prefent circumftances. Faéts bear evidence from the beginning . 

of the conteft t-at every fcheme they ever recommended has, 
upon trial, proved inadequate to the end for which it was in- 
tended; yet they proceed. Beware of fuch men, they love 
neither their country, nor their liberties, fo much as feme- 
thing elfe. ta. Gur eee bes, 4. ae ie 
_ There are many J doubt not who are denominated Tories 
by the more zealous Whigs, who in their hearts with fuccefs 
¥o our meafures, tho’ they may be chagrined becaufe thofe they 
propofed did not go down with the people; thefe are uniform 
and not very dangerous; but there are others, who under the 
cloke of friendfhip for the caufe, harbour the bittereft rancour 
and malice in their heatts. Thefe talk favourably in general, 
though their difcourfes moftly terminate with a doubt, fufpicion, 
or éyt, which give thofe with whom <hey converfe, pein 4 
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dread fome hidden defign, or approaching evil, which moft 
men have not properly attended to. They artfully recal your 
attention to acertain period, when all was peace. and quiet- 
nefs, and by pathetically lamenting the unhappy alteration, 
endeavour to impre 4s your mi.ds with an opinion that all our 
troubles arofe from ourfelves. They carefully avoid mention- 
ina the iniquitous meafures of the Britifh government which 
produced them, and by keeping thofe out of fight, they gra- 
dually lead the unwary into the belief, that the men who have 
been moft aétive on the prefent occafion in oppofing the tyran- 
nical proceedings of Great-Britain, and who have hazarded 


their all in defence of their country, have been actuated by 


finifter motives in all they have done. If every man who hears 
fuch infinuations were to afk thofe who caft them out, what 
meafures have not the men they condemn tried at one time or 
another to avoid the prefent conteft, and fave our liberties ? 


What advantages can they reap by a fuccefsful end of it, which 


every freeman on the continent will not reap equally with them ? 
And in an unfuccefsful clofe of it, all will allow they muft be 
the greateft fufferers. Their lives muft go, let who will elfe 
efcape. Thefe queftions might recal them to facts, and thefe 
facts would enable men to judge aright. 

Honefty cou!d not ftand the force of a few pertinent queftions, 
but thefe men have taken their leave of it, and like Manaffeh 
vf old, have fold themfelves to do wickedly. Were it not fo, 
could it be poflible for them in the face of the fun, to charge 
all our troubles on the New-England ee troubles 
which originally began, and have all along been kept up bya 
wicked adminiftration and a vena! parliament, To make them 
the hatchers of mifchiefs occafioned by unconftitutional a&s 
of parliament, and the only fomenters of our juft oppofition 


-with a Pennfylvanian Quaker, a Maryland and a Virginian 


Churchman, did more to'effe& than all the other men ow the 
continent put together, is cruelty in the extreme. My heart 
bleeds when I think of {uch men 3,wio would Tell the whole 
continent and ali the blood on it for private advantage, and 
with whom a few thoufand guineas with a title would be 
efteemed en equivalent for the lives, liberty and property of 
the freemen of a colony. May that God who fees how little 
they can gain, if fuccefstul, open their eyes and turn their hearts, 
e’er they be convinced by fatal experience, that he who sas afes 
tlie whole world at the price of his , foul, is a very. unwife ane 
an 
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and makes but a poor bargain in the end. | If the calls of virtue, 
the precepts of religion, and dictates of patriotifm cannot awaken. 
them toa fenfe of their duty, yet Norfolk might open their eyes. 
But let them.do.as they pleafe, we ought to att wifely. If we 
do not make fuch a fettlement pow as will fecure the privileges 
we contend for to pofterity, we entail either flavery or a civil 
war on our children. This is certain, let what. will be doubtful, 
Look round you then, view your offspring, and tell me, are you 
willing to leave them fuch ajegacy ? Do not trifle on this occa- 
fion, all your other legacies muft derive theirtrue value from. the 
part you now takein this conteft. Think not that the God who - 
charges him with worfe than infidelity who provides not for his . 
own, and thofe of his houfhold, will jaftify you in returning to 
the ftate you were in when our troubles began, and thereby 
delivering over your offspring to the mifchievous machinations 
Hl of a power that fromthe beginning has fet right, juftice, and 
te mercy at defiance, and in all her deliberations confidered nothing 
a but her ability to execute. | ) | Se 
ae Look to the year 1763, that happy period, as many fo fondly 
call it, and fee what fafety there is to America in fuch a fituation. 
Lord North has faid, ‘* If that is allthey want, we are agreed ;” 
1.- andthe fayine pleafes many of you. -His Lordfhip, like others, 
ie who have learned wifdom by experience, wifhes to have all to 
begin again believing that he could more eafily effe@ his purpofe 
by other means than thofe he is at prefent purfuing, Swallow 
the bait and you are undone forever, | | 
i Can any man in his fenfes believe, that he who has fo longy 
i! and fo invariably purfued his point againft the fenfe of the beft 
ii men in the nation, will finally defert-his matter’s moft favourite 
‘i fcheme fo eafily ? Has he uttered a fingle fyllable that can make | 
the moft credulous believe that ke is convinced of the injuftice 
of his condu@? He confeffes he was deceived ; but wherein 
lay the deception? In believing that fewer troops wopld efteé& 
a fubmiffion than he is now convinced muft be employed. Here 
Tay the deception he complains of, and he is therefore determined 
to fend his terms with fuch an armed force, as he expects will 
frighten you into.acompliance. Does this lock like the condu@ 
of one who defigns to relinquifh his claims? Were he or his _ 
matter fenfible of the injuftice of their proceedings and the 
wrongs they have done us, they would both fpeak a very 
different language. Why does he call you rebels? Why eall 
in foreign troaps to his aid? Why does his mafter Jament fe 
Rane san pathetically, 
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pathetically, that the extenfive operations of the war he means 
to carry on againft you, will exhairft his funds and increafe the 
public debts, while he has. not a fingle tear to fhed, not a groan, 
nor as much asa figh for all the blood he has already fpilt, and 
yet means to fpill, if he wifbes to allow you fecurity to your 
privileges? Oh! George! The day thou uiteredf that fenti- 
ment in the face of the fun, thou gaveft up all title to humanity. 
«¢ Among the many unavoidable ill confequences of this re- 
“¢ bellio;, none affects me more fenfibly,”° fays the King, 
“6 than the extraordinary burthen it muft create to my faithful, 
fubjects.”” *¢ Moft humane Prince! moft pious Sovereign ! moft 
affectionate father of thy people ! an addition to thy Britifh 
- fubjeéts burthens to obtain a moft unrighteous purpofe of thy 
-own, affects theein order to reconcile them to the bearing of it; 
but to fpill the blood of thy opprefled American fubjeéts difturbs 
“not thy guiltlefs confcience ! Let. me tell. thee, O King, that 
there is a God who fees through the veil that covers thy deceit, 
and who hears the cry of the needy, and regards the prayer of 
the diftreffed, who will recompence vengeance on the wicked, 
though fupported by the power of Great Britain. Our weak~ 
hefs is fufficient in his hands for the purpofe, If thine and thy. 
minifters are not evil againft us, why didft thou not hearken 
to the repeated prayers of thy diftrefled. fubjedts in America ?. 
Why doft thou not recal thy troops, repeal the aéts, indemnify 
us for what we have fuffered, and offer any further fecurity to 
our rights, which we may think neceflary ? Thou begannett the 
attack, and this is thy duty ; befides, thou haft an obedieng. 
parliament, which.difputes. not thy will, and all this is in thy 
power, and in no one’s elfe.” | | : 
Had the King made a<{peech to the houfe recommendiag, 
thefe things, he would have given unequivocal proof of his 
honeft intentions, and it might juftly be termed gracious. But 
-who can truft a Prince, who while he peaks the language of 
peace and humanity with his lips, has nothing but cruelty and 
war in his conduét. “The man who does, may have the inna- — 
cence of the dove, but he cannot be poflefled of the wifdom of 
the ferpent. ‘1 conclude by entreating you, that as you lieve 
your children, and thetr happinefs, you never defert your pre- _— 
fent-oppofition, uatil you obtain fuch a plan of ,conftitutional 
vigour, as fhall put it at all times in your power to, fecure your- 
felves and your defcendants from tyrannical encroachments. 
This you never had, nor never can have, on the plan of your 


former. 
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former dependance. Remember, I call the Deity to witnelsys 
that { have warned you againft deftroying your offspring, and. 
prayed you to be on your guard again the {nares of the infidious. 
May he who aéts from a principle of humanity and benevo- 
lence to mankind finally meet with fuccefs, and may. the 
{chemes of hypocrites be blafted. 


A Friend to ules che Mankind. 
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To the Right Horpurahadiord Danna LOUTH; Secretary ; 
of State for AMERICA. 


ae ated Jan. F499 76. 
My Lord, 


OU are the minifter of the Anieriéan department. You 
have the character of a religious man, a rare virtue in a 
modern ftatefman.. It has become my duty and intereft to ad- 
drefs you, on the prefent circum@ances of affairs in America. I 
know the Americans well; their ftrongeft and ruling paffion was . 
their af-Gion to their mother country ; 3 the honour, the glory 
of Great Britain they efteemed as their greateit happinefs; a large 
portion of the fame affetion remains ; nothing but repeated 
injuries and injuftice could have leffened if. ~ My Lord, from a. 
wanton and avaricious exercife of power, the miniftry of Great. 
Britain have heaped i injuries on the heads of the Americans, that. 
no one period of hiftory can parellel. 

The practice of the Egyptiaus in frhiothering the children of 
the Ifraelites in the birth, the {words of Cortez and Pizarro, who, 
flew millions of innocent Mixicans and Peruvians, the dreadful 
famine brought by the Eaf@ India Company upon the poor Eaft- 
Indians muft all be brought into one {cale, to ferve as any fort 
of balance to the fyftem of defolation, that you and your brother 
pps are meditating and daily practiling againit the unhappy 
peop!e of ‘North Anterica. 

Theelements, which the providence of ‘God hath given for all 
his creatures, you have the prefumption to.gleprive them of, Fires 
fword, famine, and defolation, thew the vicinity of your fleets 
and armies ;’¢hildren and fervants are animated to rife and 
flaughter their benefactors. No fpecies of cruelty, which the 
wit or malice of man or devile could advifes but are pradtifed 
againtt the Americans. ~~ : 
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_ Do you believe in God, my Lord, and dire& thefe things ? 
Do you believe that God made America as well as Great Britain? 
If you do, ponder, confider well, what anfwer you will give if 
you efcape punifhmenct in this world, when you come to be 
gueftioned before the Throne of God, for the deftruction you 
have made of his creatures, the work of his hands, to whom he 
granted life and liberty, earth, air and water equally as to 
yourlelf: and yet prefumptuous man, you have dared to coun=_ 
teract his providence |! Have you confcience my Lord? If you 
have, I would not for the empire of a thoufand wotids be Lord 
Dartmouth ? But, my Lord, it isnot to awaken your confcienceé. 
only that I write you this letter : the flame of civil war, by your 
management, hath extended far and wide in America; battles 
Have been fought, numbers have been flain, ahd prifoners taker 
on both fides ; the Americans have in their peffeffion ten for 
one, and among them many mén of rank, Prefcot, Preftons 
Stopford and others 3 they are al! treated with tenderhefs and 
regard; while the prifoners you have taken are treated with 
feverity, carried to England in irons, there; as it is faid, to be 
tried, and of courfe condemned and executed, or in othér wordsy 
under form of law murdered ! Ci) Gane cee 
My Lord, if there be any thing on earth or in heaven that you 

fefpect; avoid that rock—You have Col. Allen, Capt. Martin- 
dale and fome other prifoners—the hour that it is known here 
that any of thofe prifonérs are executed, the prifoners here will 
be facrificed—nay more, évery Englifh and Scots adherent ;—= 
 @read, fhun, and for ever abandon fuch murderous inténtions.—= 

The cries and vengeance of all thé relations of thofe whofe 
“blood fhall be fHed in this manner will furround you, death and, 

horror will be your conftant cotipanions, and the torments of 

the damned, even on eatth, will await you. 


My Lord, this is but thé Beginning of fotrows. Take. ink 
| Bod part what Iwrite. It ts truth, and intended for the benefit 
of Britain and Amierica. a hig 


AN ENGLISH AMERICAN, — 
 Obfervations on Loxp Nortu’s Conciliatory PLANS 
r CANNOT fecal anidéa to my mind inore amazingly abfard 
Gand ftupid than the idea of Lord North’s fecond attempt ta 
gull the Colonifis into a belief of his inclination to hold out ta 
tHem terms of a fafe and amicable reconciliation with Great 
| Britain; Ne one is ignorant that the Americans have offered 
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every thing that can poffibly be devifed to bury the injurious 
and enflaving claims of adminiftration, in perpetual oblivion, and 
leave matters on the fame footing they were before the pretence 
was held up. .Thofe genérous propofals, however often repeae 
ted, have as often been rejected with an infolent contempt, and 
yet the profound politician tells his opponents in the Britifh Houfe | 
of Commons, that he ts heartily taclined to a reconciliation with 
the Coloniés, and willing to put them in the fituation they fo 
pationately défire ; that is, fays he, to a courtier demanding 
explanation, iza flate of abjolute dependance on the Britifh Par- 
Hament in all cafes whatfoever ; for, fays his Lordthip, they — 
were unquéftionably thus dependant in 1763. Had his Lerd-_ 
fhip entirely forgot the fuccefs of his former experiment, perhaps 
atrial of the fame wretched ¢ricé over again, might have appear- 
ed lefs rediculous. I may indeed fay, lefs infulting to the lowett 
underftanding. I would afk the moft credulous votary for 
making Up the difpute, what po/ffidle grounds they perceive to 
found their expectation of a permanent reconciliation upon ?, 
Flas any thing lately turned up, which has indicated a change of 
difpofition in the Prince or his favorites ? Can a majority, which 
have been fecured from one feven years to another, by pure 
force of corruption, be depended on to remain firm to a flaugh- 
tering, plundering and defolating court, and thare the deteftation 
of prefent and future ages, for mere nothing ? Has the court 
yefolved to caft Bernard, Hutchinfon and daughter, Richardfon 
the Murderer, crazy John Malcom, and Richardfon the recent 
yolunteer, out on the common? I tell you, nay! You havea 
freth inftance of the firmnefs of the cabinet, in adding another | 
three thoufand pound penfioner to the lift, in aconjundiure, when 
all mankind will confefs there is need of faving. Uhefe burthen- 
fons peotions muft come from fome part of the dominions ! If 
Great-Britain and Ireland have conceived fuch a mortal hatred 
to America, that they can hug her moft inveterate enemies in 
their. bofoms, and vote them fuch munificent rewards for draw- 
her into fo deftru€tive a civil war, we cannot be fafe in the 
power of fuch enémies. If they abound in refources as largely 
as Mr. Wedderburne ‘and others boaftthey do, let them ceafe 
complaining of their poverty, and comtentedly difcharge their 
own national debt, rather than goon auymenting it, by their 
efforts to faddle it, with an,unlimited penfion lift, on America, 
Does the nation bear the weight of the prefent unnatural, quarrel 
“with America on other terms, than afirmaflurance.of the Core 
i , es, | that 
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¢hat millions of leading men’s dependants fhall be provided for: 

in America, for whom places can by no means be found at home. 

Ts not the very genius of the people of Great-Britain and Ireland 
corrupted, infomuch, that the views of young fellows of edlacas. 
tion, or any connection with men of note, are altogether fet 

on public money? Can our peaceable men indulge a gleam of 
hope, that this humour will alter, or that youths, bred in idlenefs. 

and diffipation, will become induftrious and difinterefted patriots? 

If not they ,muft then be fo weak as to conceit, that minifters 
‘will become lefs fond of fingering the public money, and fecuring 
themfe!ves in places of power and profit by means of it; indeed, 
that they will become more honeft ‘and faving of the national 
money than thofe the conftitution has appointed as a check upon 
them. Itis no wonder they tell: of fending a formidable ficet, 

and army to bring over terms of reconciliation, when they are 

*n no one article different from the terms they firt aimed to 
impofe. Had the minifter, or more properly the obftinate author 
gf all our troubles, had the remoteft idea of favouring us with 3. 
government of laws, which had any refpect to the fecurity of our 
Fives and properties, he had long fince granted with a good grace, 
"petitions, madeand repeated with the moft dutiful and perfevering. 
affeGtion, which afked for nothing more ! Sed aué Cafar aut nullusy 
feems the unalterable determination of the man, who foothed our 

| already elated expectations, by an inaugural declaration, that he 
gloriedin the nameof Briton, at that time, a diftinctive characteriftic 

‘of the patrons of univerfal liberty. If therefore the whole body. 
of the governing, and influential part of the governed in. 
‘Great Britain, be unalterably fet upon extorting tribute from. 
the Colonies ; and the better to fecure the Jaws, and executors 

of thofe laws, dependant only .on themfelves for appointment, 

continuance and fupport ; and all thefe to be extended at ‘their 

| fole pleafure, it may readily be determined in wha: condition, 
the abfolutely paflive fubjects of fuch an unnatural ufurpation. 
would quickly be. Tt is evident they have concluded on two 
things, viz. to make 4 bold pufh for our entire fubjetion, as. 
their ends would be thereby more readily anfwered; but thas 

_ being found impracticable, we,are to be tried with negociation, 
- in which all the, craft,.duplicity and punic faith of adminiftration. 


“is to be expected. Pray God it may be wifely and firmly se 
edagainift | The worthy and honourable John Collins, £ fq; of. 
‘New-Port, Rhode Ifland, on the arrival of Lord North’s laft 
‘conciliatory plan, obferved, that notwithftanding the expofure . 
of. his large efates to ek depredations the enemy faw- fit. 

: as | te. 
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to make upon it, he was moreconcerned for the probable fuccefg 
of their arts than arms. Had the Americans in general the 
wifdom and firmnefs of that gentleman, matters would not have 
come to the prefent melancholy lengths we find them. However, 
in the great and general plan of him who putteth down’ and 
fetteth up ftates, this is doubtlefs an indifpenfible part, and there- 
fore not to be complained of ; but it has amazed me to contemi- 
plate the numerous inflances of difappointment our enemies have 
met with, in every plot they have laid for our deftru@tion. How 
did Bernard and Hutchinfon flatter themfelves with the number 
of friends they had in the feveral towns of the Maflachufetts, 
and thought that a very trifling force, from the other fide of the 
Water, added to their minions, dependants and expe€lants, would 
crufh a little turbulent fa@ion, who difturbed their darling mea- 
dures? Certainly men intoxicated with a luft of abfolute power 
found fomething in the ‘appearance of things to tole them on to 


an object fo grateful’ to their fondeft wifhes; otherwife they 


would have been contented to augment. and confirm their power 
by fuch unperceived degrees that the happy days many tell us we 
have enjoyed under a continual invading ufurpation, would not 
yet have been fo fenfibly interrupted. No lefs has the fo often 
extolled Gov. Tryon been difappointed in his benevolent in- 
tentions refpeéting New-York. His band on Long-Ifland, and 


~ the eaft fide of Hudfon’s river, with Sir John Johnfon among his 


vaflals, gave great hopes of having matters in a fine train before 
the invincible armada arrived in the fpring ;. inftead of which, 
jt is probable the aétive General Lee will fo fortify that place, 
that all the force they can fend againft it, will ‘be infufficie nt 
to reduce it. ._Dunmore, with all his wanton ravage, has done’ 
little more than exafperate the Virginians, and convinced that 
brave colony, that they can be formidable to favages on the eaft, 
as well as weft fide of their dominion. Carleton’s Canadians 
make no fuch figure in the harrangues of the penfioner as 
they did laft year ; and in cafe foreigners are to be procured 
to be poured in upon us, the greateft oppofers of our total 
feperation from Britain acknowledge, they would then no 
longer defer a declaration of independancy, and application to 
ether powers for their proteétion, To this the whole fcene 
appears rapidly advancing, in my view, as haiftily as infinite 


wifdom thinks proper to condp@ it; and if this be his moft 


zracious defign, he will work, and none fhall hinder. Amen, ' 


Beneficent Jehovah! Amen. Sie fperat ~ . 
Benecent Jehovah Amen. "Sicfpret 
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The Necefity of INDEPENDANCY. - 


& ‘INCE the publication of the firft edition of this pamphlet, 


or rather on the fame day on which it came out, the King’s 
Speech made its appearance in this city. Had the {pitit of pro- 


‘phecy dircéted the birth -of this produiion, it could not have 


brought ‘it forth at a more feafonable jundure, or a more neceflary 
time. The bloody mindednefs of the one, fhews the neceflity 
of purfuing the doétrine of the other. Men read by way o 
revenge: And the Speech, inftead of terrifying, prepared a way 
for the manly principles of Independance. 


_ Ceremcaey, and even filence, from whatever motive they maj 


arife, have a hurtful tendency, when they give the leaft degree 


‘of countenance to bafe and wicked performances! wherefore, if 
this maxim be admitted, it naturally follows, that the: King’s 


Speech, as being a piece of finifhed villainy, deferved, and ftill 
deferves, a general execration, both by the Congrefs and the 


 -peopls. Yet, as the domeftic tranquility of a nation depends 


greatly on the cha/fity of what may properly be called NATIONAL 
MANNERS, it is often better, to pafs fome things over in filent 
difdain, than to make ufe of fuch new methods of diflike, as 
might introduce the leaft innovation on that guardian of out 
peace and fafety. And perhaps, it is chiefly owing to this 
prudent delicacy, that-the King’s Speech hath not, before now, 


fuffered'a public execution. ‘The fpeech, if it may be called 


one, is nothing better than a wilful audacious libel againit the 
truth, the common good, and the exiftence of mankind ; and is 
a formal and pompous method of offering up human facrifices 
to the pride of tyrants. But this general maflacre of mankind, ~ 
is one of the privileges, and the certain confequence of Kings ; 
for as nature knows them ot, they know wot her, and although 
they are beings of our cw creating, they know not ws, and are 


_ become the gods of their creators. The fpeech -hath one good 


quality, which is, that it is not calculated to deceive, neither 


‘can’ we, even if we would, be deceived by it. Brutality and 


tyranny appear on the face of it. It leaves us at no lofs; And 
every line convinces, even in the moment of reading, that he, 
who hunts the wood for prey, the naked and untutered Indian, 


is lefs a Savage than the King of Britain, . Sir 


. the Inhabitants of Aimerica,” hath, perhaps, 


“te do'any 
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Sir John Dalrymple, the putative father of a whiningjefuitical 
piece, fallacioufly called, © The addrefs of the people of England, te 
froma vain {uppofition, 
that the people dere were to be frightened at the pomp and de- 
{cription of a king, giving, (though very unwifely on-his part) the 
real character of the prefent one: “ But,” fays the writer, ‘‘ifyou 
mre inclined to pay compliments to an adminiftration which ‘we 
‘do not complain of, (meaning the Marguis.of Rockingham’s at 
the repeal of the Stamp act.) it is very unfair in you'to withhold , 
‘¢hem from that prince dy whofe NOD ALONE, they were permitted 
/ thing” This is toryifm with a witnefs! Here tsidolatry - 
Yeven withouta mak: And he who.can calmly hear aad digeik 
“fuch doctrine, hath forfeited-his claim to rationality——an apottate 
“from the order of manhood, and ought to be confidered——as ong, 
who hath not only given up the proper dignity of man, but funk 
Thimfelf beneath the rank of animals, and -contemptibly crawl 
‘through the world like a worm. ota pi cae 

However, it matters very little now, what the king of England 
‘either fays or does; he hath wickedly broken through every moral 
‘and ‘human obligation, trampled nature and con{cience beneath 
Shis feet ; and by afteady and conftitutionalfpirit. of infelence 
‘ard cruelty, procured for himfelf an univerfal hatred. Itis ow 
‘she ititerelt of America'to provide for herfelf, She hath already 
‘g large and young family, whom it is more her duty to. take 
‘€are of, than 'to be’ granting:away her property to fupport a power 
‘who is become ‘2 reproach te the names of. men.and chriftians. 
"Ye, whofe office it is to watch over the morals of :a'nation, of 
‘@hatfoever {ect or denomination ye are, as well ‘as ye, who 
‘are more immediately the guardians of the public liberty, if ye 
“wifh'to preferve your native country uncontaminated by Euro- 
“pean corruption, ye muft in fecret with a feperation But 
‘YJeaving the moral -part to private reflection, I fhall chiefly con- 
fine my farther remarks to the following heads: 

Firft, That it ts the intereft.of America to be feperated from 
‘Britain. 
“Secondly, 
‘geconciliation 


Which is the eafieft. and moft)practicable plan, 
or independance? with fome)occafional remarks. 
"In fupport of the firtt, I could, if 1 judged it proper, produce. 
‘the opinion of fome of the ableft and moft experienced men oa 
“his continent; and whofe fentiments, on that head, are not yet. 
“publicly known. At isin reality a‘felf-evident pofition : For no 
‘nation, in a ftate-of foreign dependance, Jimited in. its commerce, 
and cramped and fettered «in its legiflative powers,’ ean €ver 
arrive. 
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arrive-at any material eminence. America doth not yet know 
what opulence is; and although the progrefs which fhe hath 
made, ftands unparalleied in the hiltory of other nations, it is* 
but childhood, compared with what fhe would be capable of’ 
arriving at, had fhe, as fhe ought to have, the legiflative powers . 
in her own hands. England is, at this time, proudly coveting 
what would do her no good, were fhe to accomplifh it; and 
the continent hefitating ona matter, which will be her final 
ruin if neglected. It is the commerce, and not the conqueft 
of America, by which England is to be benefited, and that would 
in a great meafure continue, were the countries as independant 
of each other as France and Spain ; becaufe in many articless 
neither can goto a better market. But it is the independance 
of this country on Britain or any other, which is now the main 
and only object worthy of contention, and which, like all other 
truths difcovered by neceffity, will appear clearer and ftronger 
every day. : ron 
| Firft. Becaule it will come to that one time or other. 
| Secondly. Becaufe the longer it is‘delayed, the harder it will 
be to accomplifh.. ee 5; 
_ I have frequently amufed myfelf both in public and private 
companies, with filently remarking the fpecious errors of thofe _ 
who fpeak without refle&ting, And among the many which I 
have heard, the following feems the moft general, viz. that had 
this rupture happened forty or fifty years: hence, inflead of nows 
the Continent would have been more able to have fhaken off the 
dependance. To which I reply, that our military ability at this 
time, arifes from the experience gained in the late war, and_ 
which in forty or fifty years time, would have been totally extindt. 
The Continent would not, by that time, have hada General, 
or even a military officer left ; and we, or thofe who may | 
fucceed us, would have been as ignorant of martial matters as 
the ancient Indians: And this fingle pofition, clofely attended 
to, will unanfwerably prove, that the prefent time is preferable 
_ toall others: The argument turns thus : At the conclufion of 
the laft war, we had experience, but wanted numbers ; and. 
forty or fifty years hence, we fhould have numbers, without 
experience; wherefore, the proper point of time muft be fome 
particular point between the two extremes, in which a fufficiency 
of the former remains, and a proper encreafe of the latter is 
obtained: And that point of time Is the prefent time. at 
The reader. will pardon this digreffion, as it does not properly 
come undér'the head I firft fet out with, and to which [ again | 
return by the following polition, viz. Should. 
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_ Should affairs be patched up with Britain, and fhe to.remain thé 
governing and fovereign power of America, (which as matters | 
are now circumftanced, is giving up the point entirely) we fhall. 
deprive ourfelves of the very means of finking the debt we have, 
or may contraét. The value of the back lands, which fome of | 
the provinces are clandeftinely deprived of, by the unjuft exten- 
tion of the limits of Canada, valued only at five pounds fterling 
per hundred acres, amount to upwards of twenty five millions, 
Pennfylvania currency 5 and the quit-rents at one penny fterling 

er acre, to two millions yearly. we sagas 

It is by the fale of thofe lands, that the debt may be funk, 


- without burthen to any, and the quit- rent referved thereon, will 


always leffen, and in time will wholly fupport the yearly 
expence of government. It matters not how long the debt is 
in paying, fo that the lands when fold, be applied to the dif= 
charge of it, and for the execution wf which, the Congrefs for 
the time being, will be the continental trultes. hg 
I proceed now to the fecond head, viz. Which is the eafieft 
and moft practicable plan, Reconciliation or Independance ; with 
fome occafional remarks, Pisa ahead 
~ He who takes nature for his guide, is not eafily beaten out of 
his argument, and on that ground, I anfwer generally, That 
Independance deing a fingle fimple line, contained within ourfelves 5 
and reconciliation, a matter exceedingly perplexed and complicated, an 
in which, a treacherous capricious court 15 to interfere, gives the anfwer - 
without a doubt. eirse acu 
The prefent ftate of America is truly alarming to every mari 
who is capable of reflection. Without law, without government; 
without any other mode of power than what is founded on, 


and granted by courtely. Held together by an unexampled 
concurrence of fentiment, which, is neverthelefs fubject to 
change, and which, every fecret enemy is endeavouring to” 
diffolve. Our prefent condition, Is Legiflation without law ; 
‘wifdom without a plan ; a conftitution without a name ; and, 
what is ftrangely aftonifhing, perfect Independance contending 
for dependance. The inftance. is without a precedent ; the cafe 
never exifted before ; and who can tell what may be the event ? 
‘The property of no man is fecure in the ptefent unbraced fyftem 
of things. ‘The mind of the multitude is left at random, and 
feeing no fixed-object. before them, they purfue fuch as fancy 
or opinion ftarts. Nothing is criminal ; there is no fuch thing 
as treafon; wherefore, every one thinks himfelf at liberty to 
3& as he pleafes. The Tories would not have dared to 
: afiemble 
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affemble offenfively, had they known that their lives, by that act, 
were forfeited to the laws of the ftate, A line of diftinGion fhould 
be drawn, between Englifh foldiers taken in battle, and inhabi= 
tants of Americataken in arms. The firft are prifoners, but the 
latter traitors. The one forfeits his liberty, the other his head. 
Notwithftanding our wifdom, there is a vifible feeblenefs in 


_fome of our proceedings, which gives encouragement to diflen- 


tions. The Continental Belt is too loofely buckled. And if 
fomething is not done in time, it will be too late to do any thing; 
and we {hall fall into a ftate. in which; neither Reconciliation not 
Independance will be practicable. The king and his worthlefs 
adherents are got at the old game of dividing the Continent, and 
there ate not wanting among us, Printers, who will be bufy in 


fpreading fpecious falfehoods. The artful ahd hypocritical 


letter, which appeared a few months ago; intwo of the New- 
York papers, and likewife in two others; is an evidence, that 
there are men who want either judgment or honetfty: | 
It is eafy getting into holes and corners, and talking of recon- 
éiliation : But do fuch men ferioufly confider, how difficult the 
tafk is, and how dangerous it may prove, fiould the Continent 
divide thereon. Do they take within their view, all the various 
orders of men, whofe fituation and circumftances, as well as 
their own, are to be confidered therein. Do they put them- 
felves in the place of the fufferer; whofe all is already gone, and 
of the foldier, who hath quitted all for the defence of his countrys 
If their ill-judged moderation be fuited to their own private 
fituations only, régardlefs of others, the event will convince them 3 
that “ they are reckoning without their hoft.” te 
Put us, fay fome, upon the footing we were on in fixty= 
three : To which Eanfwer, the requeft is not nctv in the power 
6f Britain to comply with, neither will fhe propofe it ; but if it 
were, andeven fhould be granted, I afk, as a reafonable queftions 
By what means is fuch a corrupt and faithlefs court to be kept 
to its engagements ? Another parliament, nay, even the prefents _ 
may hereafter repeal the obligation, on the pretence of its being 
violently obtained, or unwifely granted; and tn that cafe, 
Where is our redrefs '—No going to law with nations; Cannon 
ate the barrifiers of crowns; and the fword, not of juftice, but of 
wat decides the fuit. To be on the footing of fixty-three, it 
is not fufficient, that the laws only be put on the fame ftate; but 
that our circumftances, likewife be put on the fame ftate; our 
burnt and deftroyed towns repaired Or built up, our private lofles 
made good, our public debts (contracted for defence) difcharged; | 
, Ke :  Otherwife | 
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otherwife we fhall be millions worfe than we were at that en- 
viable period. Such a requeft, had it been complied with a year 
ago, would have won the heart and foul of the Continent, but 
now. it is toolate. ‘ The Rubicon is paffed.” Le : 
Befides, the taking up arms, merely to enforce the repeal of 
a pecuniary law, feems as unwarrantable by the divine law, 
and as repugnant to human feelings, as the taking up arms to 
enforce the obedience thereto. The object, on either fide, doth 
not juftify the means; for the lives of men are too valuable, to 
be caft away on fuch trifles, It is the violence which is done 
and threatened to our perfons ; the deftruétion of our property — 
by an armed force; the invafion of our country by fire and 
{word, which confcientioufly qualifies the ufe of arms : And the 
inftant, in which fuch a mode of defence became neceflary, all 
fubjeGtion to Britain ought to have ceafed ; and the indepen- 


-dancy of America, fhould have been confidered, as dating its 


sera from, and publifhed by, the firff mufket that was fired againft 
her. This line is a line of confiftency; neither drawn by caprice, 
nor extended by ambition ; but produced by a chain of events, 
of which the colonies were not the guthors. | 

I fhall conclude thefe remarks, with the following timely and 
well intended hint. We ought to refleét, that there are three 
different ways, by which an independancy may hereafter be 
effe€ted 5 and thet one of thofe three, will one day or other, be 
ithe fate of America, viz. By the legal voice of the people in 
Congrefs ; by a military power; or by a mob: [t may not 
always happen that our foldiers are citizens, and the multitude 
a body of reafonable men ; vertue, asI have already remarked, 
js not hereditary, neither is it perpetual. Should an indepen- 
dancy be brought about by the firitof thofe means, we have 
every opportunity and every encouragement before us, to form 
the nobleft pureft conftitution on the face of the earth. We 
have it in our power to begin the world over again. A fitua- 
tion, fimilar to the prefent, hath not happened fince the days of 
Noah until now. The birth day of a new world is at hand, 


and a race of men, perhaps as numerous as all Europe contains, 
are to receive their portion of freedom from the event of afew 


months. The reflection is awful and in this point of view, 
how trifling, how ridiculous, do the little’ paltry cavillings, of a 
few weak or interefted men appear, when weighed againft the 

bufinefs of a world. 
Should we negleét the prefent favourable and inviting period, 
and an inpependance be hereafter effected by other means, we 
muft charge the confequence ta ourfelves, or to thofe rather, 
| whofe 
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whofe narrow and perjudiced fouls, are habitually oppofing the 
fures, without either inquiring or reflecting. There are rea-~ 
fons to be given in fupport of independance, which men fhould 
rather privately think of, than be publickly told of. We ought 
not now to be debating whether we fhall be independant or 
not, but, anxious to accomplifh it on a firm, fecure, and hono- 
rable bafis, and uneafy rather that it is not yet began upon. 


Every day convinces us of its neceflity. Even the Tories (if 


fuch beings yet remain among us) fhould, of all men, be the 
moft folicitous to promote it 5 for as the appointment of com- 
mittees at firft, proteéted them from popular rage, fo, a wife 
and well eftablifhed form of government, will be the only 
certain means of continuing it fecurely to them. Wherefore, if 


‘they have not virtue enough to be WuiGs, they ought to have 


prudence enough to with for Independance. 

In fhort, Independance is the only Bonn that can tye and 
keep us together. We fhall then fee our object, and our ears 
will be legally fhut againft the fchemes of an intriguing, as well 
as acrue! enemy. We fhall then too be on a proper footing 
‘to treat with Britain ; for there is reafon to conclude, that the 
pride of that court will be lefs hurt by treating with the Ameri- 
can ftates for terms of peace, than with thofe fhe denominates 
66 rebellious fubjects,”” for terms of accommodation. It is our 
delaying it that encourages her to hope for conqueft, and our 
backwardnefs tends only to prolong the war. As we have, 
without any good effet therefrom, withheld our trade te obtain 
a redre(s of our grievances, let us now try the alternative, by zde-. 
pendantly redrefling them ourfelves, and then offering to open the 
trade. [he mercantile and reafonable part in England. will be ftilk 


- with us; becaufe, peace with trade, is preferable to war without it. 


And if this offer is not accepted, other courts may be applied to- 
On thef< grounds I reft the matter. And-as no offer hath yet been 
made to refutethe docirine contained in the former editions of this 
pamphlet, it is a negative proof, that either the do@rine cannot 
be refuted, or, that the party in favour of it a'e too numerous to 
be oppofed. Wherefore, inftead of gazing at each other with 
fufpicious or doubtful curiofity, let each of us hold out to his 
neighbour the hearty hand of friendfhip, and unite in drawing 
a line, which, like an a& of oblivion, fhall bury in forgetfulnefs 
every former iffention. Let the names of Whig and Fory be. 
extinG@ ; and let none other be beard among us, than: thofe of 
a good citizen, an open and refolute friend, and.a virtuous fupporter of 
ihe vights of mankind and of the free and independant flates of America, 


——- _ 
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To the Reprefentatives of the Religious Society of the People called 

. Quakers, or to fo many of them as were concerned in publifhing alate 
piece, entitled ** The ANCIENT TESTIMONY and PRINCIPLES 
<* of the People called QUAKERS renewed, with Refpe& to the 
“< King and GovERNMENT, and touching the ComMoTions 
“*now prevailing in thefe and other parts of AMERICA, 
*¢ addrefled to the People in General.” 


Pp CHE Writer of this, is one of thofe few, who never dif- 

# honors religion either by ridiculing, or cavilling at any 
denomination whatfoever. To God and not to man, are all 
men accountable on the fcore of religion. Wherefore, this 
epiftle is not fo properly addreffed to you as a religious. but as a 
political body, dabbling in matters, which the profefled Quietude 
of your Principles inftru@ you not to meddle with. = 

As you have, without a proper authority for fo doing, put 
yourfelves in the place ofthe whole body of the Quakers, fo, 
the writer of this, in order to be on an equal rank with your- 
felves, is under the neceffity of putting himfelf in the place of 
all thofe, who approve the very writings and principles, againft 
which, your teftimony is direéted: And he hath chofen this 
fingular fituation, in order, that you might difcover in him that 
Rien neon of character which you cannot fee in yourfelves, 
Nor neither he nor you can have any claim or title to Poltical 
Reprefentation. | fi 


When men have departed from the right way, itisno wonder 


that they ffumble and fall. And it is evident from the manner _ 


in which ye have managed your teftimony, that politics, (asa 
religious body of men) is not your proper Walk ; fcr however 
well adapted it might appear to you, it is, neverthelefs; a jum- 
ble of good and bad put unwifely together, and the conclufion 
drawn therefrom, both unnatural and unjuft. a 

The two firft pages, (and the whole doth not make four) we 
give you credit for, and expect the fame civility from you, be- 
caufe the love and defire of peace is not confined to Quakerifm, 
it is the natural, as well as, the religious with of all denominati- 
ons of men. Andon this ground, as men laboring to eftablifh 
an Independant Conftitution of our own, do we exceed all others 


in our hope, end, and aim. Our plan is peace forever. We are 


tired of contention with Britain, and can fee no real end to it 
but 1. a final feperation. We act coniiftently, becaufe. for the 
fake of introducing an endlefs and uninterrupted peace, do we 
whe . ; . x - * es . ve “~ * i“ a . , A bear 
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bear the evils and burthens of the prefent day. We are endea- 

-vouring, and will {till continue to endeavour, to feperate and 
diflolve a conneétion which hath already filled our land with 
blood ; and which, while the name of it remains, will be the 
fatal caufe of future mifchiefs to both countries. 

We fight neither for revenge nor conquett ; neither from pride 
nor paflion ; we are not infulting the world with our fleets and 
armies, nor ravaging the globe for plunder. Beneath the thade 
of our own vines are we attacked; in our own houfes, and on 
our own lands, is the viclence committed againft us. We view 
our enemies in the character of highway men and houfe-breakers, 
and having no defence for ourfelves in the civil law, are obliged 
to punith them by the military one, and apply the fword, in the 
very cafe, where you have before now applied the halter-—Perhaps 
we feel for the ruined and infulted fufferers in all and every part 
ofthe Continent, with a degree of tendernefs. which hath not 
yet made its way into fome of your bofoms. But be ye ure 
that ye miftake not the caufe and ground of your teftimony. 
Call not coldnefs of foul, religion ; nor put the Bigot in the 
place of the Chriftian, 
~ Oye partial minifters of your own acknowledged principles. 
If the bearing arms be finful, the firft going to war muft be more 
fo, by all the difference between wilful attack and unavoidable 
defence, Wherefore, if ye really preach from confcience, and 
mean not to make a political hobby-horfe of your religion, con- 
vince the world thereof by proclaiming your do&rine to our 
enemies, for they hkewife bear arms. Give us proof of your fine 
cerity by publifhing it at St. James’s, to the Commanders in chief 
at Bofton, to the Admirals and Captains who are piratically 
ravaging our coafts, and to all the murdering mifcreants who are 
acting in authority under Aim whom ye profefs to ferve.. Had ye 
the honeft foul of * BARCLAY, ye would preach repentance to 

your 


# “ Thou haft tafted of profperity and adverfity; thou knoweft what it is to be 
“* banifhed thy native country, to be over-ruled ag well as to rule, and fet upon 
‘* the throne ; and being oppreffed, thou haft reafon to know how hateful the 
‘* oppreffor is both to God and man: If after all thefe warnings and advertife- 
“ ments, thou doft not turn unto the Lord with all thy heart, but forget him who 
“* remembered thee in thy diftrefs, and give up thyfelf to follow luft and vanity, 
‘* furely great will be thy condemnation.—Againft which fnare, as well as the 
‘* temptation of thofe who .may or do feed thee, and prompt thee to evil, the mot 
** excellent and prevalent remedy will be, to apply thyfelf to that light of Chrift, 
“which fhineth in'thy confcience, and which neither can, nor will flatter thee, 
‘* nor fuffer thee to be at eafe in thy fins.” 

Bp rhe Na ‘ Barclay’s Addrefs to Charles II. 
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your king: Ye would tell the Royal Wretch his fins, and warn 
him of eternal ruin. Ye would not {pend your partial invectives 
againft the injured and infulted only, but, like faithful minifters, 
would cry aloud and /pare none. Say not that ye are perfecuted, 
neither endeavour to make us the authors of that reproach which 
ye are bringing on yourfelves ; for we teftify unto all men, that 
we do not complain againft you becaufe ye are Quakers, but 
becaufe ye pretend to be and are not Quakers. ; 

Alas! it feems by the particular tendency of fome part of your 
teftimony, and other parts of your condué, as if, all fin was re- 
duced to, and comprehended in, the a of bearing arms, and that 
by the people only. Ye appear to have miftaken party for con- 
{cience ; becaufe the general tenor of your actions wants unifor- 
mity: and it ts exceedingly difficult to give credit to many of 
your pretended fcruples ; becaufe, we fee them made by the fame 
men, who, in the very inftant that they are exclaiming againtt 
the mam mon of this world, are neverthelefs hunting after it with 
a ftep as fteady as Time, and an appetite as keen as Death. 

The quotation which ye have made from Proverbs, in the 
third page of your teftimony, that, ° when a man’s ways pleafe 
<< the Lord, he maketh even his enemies to be at peace with him,” 
is very unwifely chofen on your part; becaufe, it amounts to 4 
proof, that the king’s ways (whom ye are fo defirous of fup- 
porting) do wet pleafe the Lord, otherwife, his reign would be in 
peace. ; : 

I now proceed to the latter part of your teftimony and that, 

‘It hath ever been our judgment and principle, fince we were 
called to profefs the light of Chrift Jefus, manifefted in our con- 
{ciences unto this day, that the fetting up and putting down kings 
and governments, is God’s peculiar prerogative ; for caufes bef 
known to himfelf: And that it is not our bufinefs to have any: 


~ and or contrivance therein; nor to be bufy-bodies above our 


ftation, much lefs to plot and contrive the ruin or overturn. of 
any of them, but to pray for the king, and fafety of our nation, 
and good of allmen: That we may live apeaceable and quiet 
life, in all godlinefs and honefty ; under the government which 
Ged is pleafed to fet over us?-—If thefe are really your principles 
why do you not abide by them? Why do you not leave that, 
which ye call God’s Work, to be managed by himfelf ? Thefe 
very principles inftruct you to wait with patience and humility, 
for the event of all public meafures, and to receive that event as 

! the 
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the divine will towards you. Wherefore, what occafion is there 
for your political teffimony, if you fully believe what it contains? 
And the very _ publithing it proves, that either, ye do ot believe 
what ye profef:, or have not virtue enough to practice what ye 
believe. 
The principles of Quakerifm have a dire&t tendency to make 
a man the quiet and inoffenfive fubject of any, and every govern~ 
ment which is fetoverhim. And if the fetting ug and pulling 
down of kings and governments is God’s peculiar prerogative, he 
moft certainly will not be robbed thereof by us; wherefore, the 
principle itfelf leads you to approve of every thing, which ever 
happened, or may happen to kings, as being his work. Oliver 
Cromwell thanks you. Charles, then, died not by the hands of 
man ; and fhould the prefent proud imitators of him, come tothe 
fame untimely end, the writers and publifhers of the teftimony, 
are bound by the doétrine it contains to applaud the fact. Kings 
are not taken away by miracles, neither are changes in gevern- 
ments brought about by any other-means than fuch as are com- 
mon and human; and fuch as we are now ufing. Eventhe dif- 
perfion of the Jews, though foretold by our Saviour, was effected 
by arms. Wherefore, as you refufe to be the means on one fide, 
ye ought not to be meddlers on the other; but to wait the iffue 
in filence? and unlefs ye can produce divine authority, to 
prove, that the Almighty who created and placed this new world 
at the greateft diftance it could poflibly ftand, eaft and weft,from 
every part of the old, doth, neverthelefs, difapprove of its being 
independant of the corrupt and abandoned.court of Britain, un- 
lefs, I fay, ye can fhew this, how can ye on the ground of your 
principles, juftify the exciting and ftirring up the people “‘ firmly 
| tounite in the abborrence of all fuch writings, and meafures, as 
“¢ evidence a defire and defign to break off the sappy connexion — 
_ we have hitherto enjoyed, with the kingdom of Great-Britain, 
| “© and our juft and neceffary fubordination te the king, and thofle 
“* who are lawfully placed in authority under him.” What a 
_ flap of the face is here | The men, who in the very paragraph be- 
_ fore, have quietly and paffively refigned up the ordering, altering, 
and difpofal of kings and governments into the hands of God, 
are now recalling their principles, and putting in for a fhare of 
_ the bufinefs. Is it poffible, that the conclufion, which is here 
_. juftly quoted, can any way follow from the doctrines laid down? 
| The inconfiftency is too glaring not to be feen; the abfurdity 
| > t00 greatnot to be laughed at ; and fuch as could only have uen 
mace 
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i made b, thofe, whofe underftandings were datkened by the nar- 
| row and crabbed fpirit of a defpairing political party ; for ye are 
~ not to be confidered as the whole body of the Quakers, but only 
; as a factional and.fractional part thereof. , 2es 
i) Here ends the examination of your teftimony 3 (which I call 
upon no man to abhor, as ye have done, butonly to read and judge 
| of fairly) to which I fubjoin the following remark; “ that the 
i <3 fetting up bnd putting down of kings,’ mot certainly mean, 
| the making him a king, who is yet not fo, and the making him 
| no king who is already one. And pray what has this to do in 
| (| the prefent cafe? We neither mean to fet up nor to pull down, nei- 

‘ther to make nor to unmake, but to have nothing to do with them. 
Wherefore, your teftimony in whatever light it is viewed, ferves 
only to difhonor your judgment, and for many other reafons had 
better been let alone than publifhed. : 

Firft, Becaufe it tends to the decreafe and reproach of all reli- 


gion whatever, and is of the utmoft danger to focisty, to maké 
it a party in political difputes. — 


ae 
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~ Secondly, Becaufe it exhibits a body of men; numbers of whom 
difavow the publifhing political teftimonies, as being concerned 
therein and approvers thereof. 


Thirdly, Becaufe it hath a tendency to undo that Continental 
harmony and friendfhip which yourfelves by your late liberal 
and charatable donations hath lent a hand to eftablifh ; and the 
prefervation of which, is of the utmott confequence to us all. 
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i And here without anger or refentment | bid you farewel. 
| Sincerely wifhing, that as men and chriftians, ye may alway fully 
| and uninterruptedly enjoy every civil and religious right; and 
we ~ be, in your turn, the means of fecuring it to others ; but that the 
at example which ye have unwifely fet, of mingling religion with 
politics, may be difavowed and reprobated by every inhabitant of 
America. : Oh N 
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From Entick’s Naval Hiflory concerning Ship-building. 


The charge of building a thip of ea 


her with matfts, yards, fails and 
a proportion of eight months boatfwain’s and tarpenter °g 


fea-({tores, aS calculated by 


the Navy. 


~ For a i thip of 10° guns 


And ftom hence it is 


father, of the whole Britith navy, whic 
pe it was at its greateft glory, confifted 


ips and ‘guns. 


Ships. Guns. 
6 100 
72", Qo 

43 7°, 
35 eos 
40 fo 
8 4° 
20 


Colt of one. 


35.5534 
29, 886, 
23,638 
17,785 


14,197. — 


10,606. 


7,558 
3,710 


a: floops, bombs, . 
aa firefhips, one 2,000 


with another, at 


Remaias for guns 


Total 


ch rate, and furnifhing 
rigging, together with 


Mr, Burchett. Secretary to 


: 35,553 
sa: 

. 23,638 
17,785 
14,197 
10,666 

7558 
5,846 
3,719, 


ealy to. fam up the qalue, or coft - 
h in the year 17575 . 
of the following — 


Cott of all. 
213,318 4 
358,632 
283,656 
764;755 | 


495,895 


424,240 
240,110 
215,190 


170, 500 


3, 266, 786 
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